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KELESTARIAN KAIN PELANGI TEMPATAN MELALUI 
REKAAN DAN INOVASI PROSES PENGHASILANNYA  

ABSTRAK 

Kain Pelangi merupakan sejenis tekstil tradisional tempatan hasil adaptasi dan asimilasi kain 

bercorak ikat resis dipanggil Bandhani dari India dengan kesenian tekstil tempatan disamping 

pengaruh kesenian tekstil serantau. Dahulu, kain Pelangi ini pernah diusahakan dan 

digunakan secara meluas dalam majlis serta adat istiadat di istana sejak abad ke 17. Begitu 

juga tekstil ini banyak digunakan di kalangan masyarakat Melayu tempatan sekitar abad ke 

19 hingga awal abad ke 20. Malangnya perusahaan kain Pelang tempatan mula mengalami 

kemerosotan selepas penghasilan dan industri kain Batik Blok diikuti kain Batik Skrin 

diperkenalkan di negara ini sekitar 1920an dan akhirnya ia pupus selepas tahun 1930an. 

Sekitar tahun 1960an hingga 1970an, tekstil tie and dye pula telah diperkenalkan oleh 

masyarakat Barat ke seluruh dunia termasuk di negara ini. Sehingga kini tekstil ini terus di 

amalkan di kalangan pengusaha tekstil dan ia juga dijadikan kursus tekstil di beberapa 

institusi pengajian tinggi tempatan. Kajian mendapati, masyarakat hari ini masih kurang 

memahami dan kabur tentang aspek rekaan, penghasilan dan keistimewaan kain Pelangi 

tempatan kerana telah pupus berbanding beberapa jenis tekstil tempatan yang lain. 

Penyelidikan ini bertujuan untuk merungkai persoalan tentang aspek rekaan dan 

keistimewaan kain Pelangi tempatan dari sudut latarbelakang dan sejarah perkembangannya. 

Kajian turut dilakukan ke atas penghasilan semula kain Pelangi tempatan dan gabungannya 

dengan beberapa teknik tekstil lain bagi melihat keberkesanan disamping diinovasikan. 

Penyelidikan ini turut disokong melalui hasil maklumbalas pengamal terhadap pengalaman 

penghasilan semula dan hasil kajiselidik aspek rekaan serta kewajaran untuk dikembangkan 

semula penghasilannya demi kelestariannya. Satu Kerangka Konsep penyelidikan dibentuk 

bagi menunjukkan komponen yang difokuskan dalam penyelidikan ini. Kaedah bercantum 

(Triangulation)yang menggabungkan pendekatan deskriptif, kajian tindakan melalui 

pemerhatian dan kajian tinjauan telah digunakan sebagai metodologi penyelidikan bagi 

mendapatkan data kajian yang lebih tepat dan menyeluruh. Penyelidikan ini diharap dapat 

menyumbang kepada pengembangan dalam bentuk ilmu dan kemahiran rekaan dan 

penghasilan semula kain Pelangi tempatan. Khususnya bagi bidang pendidikan seni reka dan 

kraf tekstil begitu juga bagi industri tekstil tempatan. Seterusnya melalui penyelidikan ini 

juga diharap dapat dijadikan garis panduan dalam mengembalikan semula dan 

memperluaskan penghasilan kain Pelangi tempatan supaya berkembang serta dilestarikan. 
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SUSTAINABILITY OF THE LOCAL PELANGI CLOTH  
THROUGH THE DESIGN AND ITS INNOVATION PRODUCTION PROCESS 

ABSTRACT 

The Pelangi cloth is a local traditional textile resulted from its adaptation and assimilation of 
the tie resist patterned fabric called Bandhani from India with the influenced of local and 
regional art textiles. In early days the Pelangi cloth were developed and widely used in the 
ceremony and rituals at the court since the 17th century. The textiles were also used 
extensively among the local traditional Malay community since the 19th century until the 
beginning of 20th century. Unfortunately, the industries of the Pelangi cloth began to 
experience a decline subsequently of the production and the industry of the Block Batik cloth 
followed by the introduction of the Silk Screen Batik around 1920’s and then became 
obsolete after 1930’s. During 1960’s to 1970’s, tie and dye textiles were introduced by the 
West to the rest of the world, including Malaysia. This textile continued to be accustomed 
among the local textile industry as well as being created as textile course in a few of the 
institutions of higher learning. The study establish that, the local communities today are less 
familiar and obscure regarding the aspects of the design, production and speciality of the 
traditional Pelangi cloth  as it became archaic than the other types of local textiles. This 
research seeks to investigate the questions on the aspects of the design and specialities of the 
local Pelangi cloth focusing on its background and history. Studies were also established 
from the reproduction and innovation of the Pelangi cloth affiliated with few other textiles 
techniques to examine its eficiency. This research was also supported by the practitioner 
feedbacks experienced from the reproduction of the Pelangi cloth, as well as survey results 
concerning of the design aspects and the appropriateness of the fabric to be redeveloped for 
its sustainability. A research framework concept has been developed to illustrate the 
components in focus of the research. Integrated Triangulation that combine a descriptive, 
practice base research through observation and survey approach has been used as a research 
methodology to obtain accurate and comprehensive research data. This research is expected 
to contribute to the development of knowledge and skills in the design and production of the 
local Pelangi cloth in particularly, within the field of design education and textile crafts of the 
local textile industry. Furthermore, hopefully this research will be use as a guide in restoring 
and expanding the production of the local Pelangi cloth and its sustainability. 
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