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ABSTRACT 


A SURVEY ON PREPARATORY ENGLISH 1 UNDERGRADUATES' 
PERCEPTUAL LEARNING STYLE PREFERENCES AND 

THEIR INSTRUCTORS' TEACHING STYLES 

Huong Fei Fei 

This study aims to investigate the perceptual learning style preferences of 
undergraduates in Preparatory English I course in Semester I, Session 2007/2008 
and their instructors' teaching styles. The objectives of the study are to investigate 
the undergraduates' learning styles and their instructors' teaching styles, as well 
as the relationship between the teaching and learning styles. Six types of 
learning/teaching styles were being investigated in this study, namely visual, 
tactile, auditory, kinesthetic, group and individual styles. 541 undergraduates' 
perceptual learning styles preference in terms of gender, races, and streams of 
study, and 24 instructors' teaching styles were investigated and the data were 
collected through questionnaires. The survey results showed that auditory learning 
style was the undergraduates' major learning styles. The statistical tests revealed 
that the undergraduates' preference on the learning styles was not influenced by 
their gender and streams of study. However, there was a significant difference in 
undergraduates' preference on tactile, auditory, kinesthetic and group learning 
styles based on races. The findings of the study revealed that kinesthetic and 
group learning styles were highly preferred by the instructors. Therefore, it 
suggested that there was no significant relationship between the teaching styles 
and learning styles . The issue of mismatch was found in the classrooms. The 
findings may imply that there is a need for the instructors and the undergraduates 
themselves to be more aware on the existence of differences in learning in order to 
achieve successful learning. 

iii 



ABSTRAK 


KAJIAN TENTANG PREFERENSI KESUKAAN GAYA PEMBELAJARAN 

MAHASISWA-MAHASISWI PREPARATORY ENGLISH 1 


DAN GAYA PENGAJARAN PENGAJAR-PENGAJAR MEREKA 


Huang Fei Fei 

Kajian ini bertujuan menyiasatkan preferensi kesukaan gaya pembelajaran 541 
orang mahasiswa-mahasiswi dalam Kelas Preparatory English 1 Kemasukan 
Semester 1, Session 200712008, dan gaya pengajaran 24 orang pengajar. Kajian 
ini juga bertujuan menyiasatkan hubungan antara stail pengajaran pengajar dan 
gaya pembelajaran mahasiswa-mahasiswi. Enam jenis gaya 
pembelajaran/pengajaran yang telah disiasat dalam kajian ini termasuk visual, 
sentuhan, pendengaran, kinestetik, belajar secara berkumpulan dan individu. 
Faktor jantina, bangsa, dan sungai-sungai pembelajaran mahasiswa-mahasiswi 
telah dipertimbangkan dalam mengkaji gaya pembelajaran utama mereka. Data 
telah diperolehi melalui cara soal selidik. Hasil kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa 
gaya pendengaran adalah stail pembelajaran utama mahasiswa-mahasiswi. 
Ujian-ujian statistik menunjukkan bahawa jantina dan aliran pembelajaran tidak 
mempengaruhi pemilihan gaya pembelajaran utama mereka. Walau 
bagaimanapun, didapati bahawa prefensi mahasiswa-mahasiswi dari segi 
sentuhan, pendengaran, kinestetik dan pembelajaran berkumpulan dipengaruhi 
oleh bangsa. Penemuan kajian mendedahkan bahawa stail kinestetik dan 
pembelajaran kumpulan lebih disukai oleh pengajar-pengajar. Dengan ini, 
dibuktikan bahawa tiada hubungan di an tara gaya-gaya pengajaran dan 
pembelajaran yang seterusnya membangkitkan isu ketidakpadanan dalam proses 
pengajaran dan pembelajaran. Penemuan ini boleh mengimplikasikan bahawa 
para pengajar dan mahasiswa harus menyedari ten tang kewujudan perbezaan 
dalam gaya pembelajaran untuk mencapai kecemerlangan dalam proses 
pembelajaran. 
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CHAPTER 1 �

INTRODUCTION �

1.0 Chapter Overview 

This chapter discusses the background of the study, statement of research 

problem, research objectives, research questions, significance of the study, 

operation definition of terms, scope of the study and finally, the chapter review. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

In learning institutions, educators encounter learners who take in and 

comprehend information in different manners. People respond differently because 

people perceive differently using the sensory channels through which they give, 

receive, and store information. In other words, before information can be 

remembered, it must be perceived effectively. According to Zapalska and Dabb 

(2002), how well a person absorbs and retains information depends on how the 

information was perceived in the person's preferred learning styles (as cited in 

Kratzig & Arbuthnott, 2006). For instance, some learn by seeing with pictorial or 

other visual stimuli, such as diagrams, charts or maps whereas others learn by 

hearing, with spoken stimuli such as lectures; some prefer to learn individually, 

while others enjoy interaction and relationship with their peers. 


