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ABSTRACT

AN INVESTIGATION ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WRITER’S
BLOCK AND WRITING APPREHENSION AMONG ELT
UNDERGRADUATES IN UNIMAS

Caroline Lee Ai Nguk

There are times when undergraduates can only write very little or none at all
despite their effort, their basic writing skills and linguistic competence. When this
happens, the undergraduates are actually experiencing a writing dysfunction
termed Writer’s Block. This study seeks to investigate the relationship between
Writer’s Block and Writing Apprehension among ELT undergraduates.
Specifically, it seeks to investigate the cognitive factors related to the writing
dysfunction when they write assignments in English. Adapted versions of the
Writer’s Block Questionnaire developed by Rose (1984) and the Writing Attitude
Test developed by Daly-Miller (1975a) were incorporated into one and
administered to 111 ELT undergraduates in UNIMAS. The results were analysed.
Respondents who have high and low levels of Writer’'s Block and Writing
Apprehension  were selected for the semi-structured interview. Their responses
were transcribed and analyzed. The results suggested that the main causes of the
Writer’s Block among the ELT undergraduates were their attitude towards
writing, the complexity of the task and the lack of academic writing strategies.
The problem was also found to be closely related to the undergraduates’ language
competency and their environment.



ABSTRAK

AN INVESTIGATION ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WRITER’S
BLOCK AND WRITING APPREHENSION AMONG ELT
UNDERGRADUATES IN UNIMAS

Caroline Lee Ai Nguk

Kajian  mendapati  siswa-siswi  menghadapi  masalah menulis, meskipun
mempunyai kemahiran asas menulis serta kecekapan bahasa. Siswa-siswi
sebenarnya mengalami masalah penulisan yang dikenali sebagai ‘Writer's
Block’. Kajian bertujuan mengkaji perhubungan kaitan antara ‘Writer's Block’
dan ‘Writing Apprehension’ dalam kalangan siswa-siswi Pengajar Bahasa
Inggeris (ELT). Kajian ingin menyelidik faktor-faktor kognitif berkaitan dengan
‘Writer's Block’ semasa penyediakan dan penyiapkan kerja-kerja kursus dalam
Bahasa Inggeris. Versi yang di ambil daripada soal-selidik ‘Writer's Block’ yang
diasaskan oleh Rose (1984) dan soal-selidik ‘Writing Apprehension’ yang
diasaskan oleh Daly-Miller (1975a) digabungkan dan dijalankan keatas 111
siswa-siswi ELT di UNIMAS. Keputusan dianalysis. Respondens yang mempunyai
tahap masalah ‘Writer’s Block’ yang tinggi dan rendah serta respondens yang
mempunyai tahap masalah ‘Writing Apprehension * yang tinggi dan rendah di
pilih untuk temuduga separuh struktur. Dapatan kajian menunjukkan punca-
punca utama ‘Writer's Block’ dalam kalangan siswi-siswa ELT adalah sikap
mereka terhadap penulisa, kerumitan tugasan berkenaan serta kekurangan
strategi penulisan ilmiah. Masalah ini berkait rapat dengan kecekapan Bahasa
Inggeris siswa-siswi dan persekitaran seseorang.
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