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Abstract

An Evaluation of the Literature Component Questions
in The SPM English Language Paper

Wong Ho Hock

The literature component in the English Language Syllabus for Secondary
Schools was introduced in the year 2000. It is tested in the SPM examination in
English Language Paper 1. This research was carried out to evaluate the literature
component items in the SPM English Paper 1 from years 2001 to 2003 with the
prescribed language skills in the syllabus. It also sought to determine the levels of
cognition employed in attempting the test items. The objective of the project is to find
out how far the objectives of the syllabus are reflected in the literature component
items in the SPM English language paper 1 and the thinking skills required in
answering the questions. It employed checklists which drawn on the reading and
writing sub-skills and Barrett’s taxonomy as criteria. The finding of the evaluation
revealed that the literature component questions in the SPM English Language Paper
1 has reflected the general objectives and most of the language sub-skills listed in the
syllabus which are compatible with the format of the examination paper. It also
revealed that most levels of thinking skills are tested every year especially at the
inferential comprehension level. Thus, it can be concluded that the literature
component questions in the SPM English Language paper 1 are valid.



Abstrak

Satu Penilaian Terhadap Soalan-Soalan Komponen Kesusasteraan
Dalam Kertas Bahasa Inggeris SPM

Wong Ho Hock

Komponen Kesusasteraan dalam Sukatan Pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris
diperkenalkan pada tahun 2000. Ia diuji dan dikandungkan sebagai sebahagian
daripada Kertas 1 mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris dalam peperiksaan Sijil Pelajaran
Malaysia (SPM). Untuk kajian ini, tiga set kertas peperiksaan iaitu tahun 2001, 2002
dan 2003 dianalisiskan berpandukan Huraian Sukatan Pelajaran Komponen
Kesusasteraan dalam Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris. Objektif kajian ini bertujuan
untuk menilai sejauh mana objektif sukatan pelajaran Komponen Kesusasteraan
dalam mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris diuji dalam soalan-soalan peperiksaan tersebut.
Ia juga akan mengenalpasti tahap kognitif yang diuji dalam perkara yang sama.
Dengan itu, dua senarai semak (checklist) yang berpandukan kemahiran membaca dan
menulis serta yang berdasarkan Taxonomy Barrett digunakan sebagai alat penilaian
dalam kajian ini. Hasil kajian ini membuktikan bahawa secara keseluruhannya,
objektif sukatan pelajaran bagi komponen kesusasteraan wujud atau diuji dalam
soalan-soalan peperiksaan SPM bersama kebanyakan kemahiran-kemahiran bahasa
yang tersenarai dalam sukatan pelajaran. Kemahiran tersebut adalah serasi dengan
format Kertas 1 mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris. Didapati juga kebanyakan kemahiran
berfikir telah dinilai di beberapa paras kognitif terutamanya di paras kefahaman
berdasarkan inferens, pada setiap tahun. Dengan ini, terbuktilah bahawa soalan-soalan
komponen kesusasteraan yang diuji dalam Kertas 1 mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggeris
dalam peperiksaan Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) selaras dengan sukatan pelajaran
Komponen Kesusasteraan dalam Bahasa Inggeris.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

This chapter introduces the study that will be carried out. It elaborates the
background of the study as in the specific fields of education. It described briefly
the objectives and the language sub-skills stated in the English Language Syllabus

as well as the testing of the literature component in the SPM English Paper.

Next, the statement of problem is presented, followed by the scope of research,
research objectives and research question which form the framework of the study.
The significance of the study is then pointed out as well as the limitation of the
study. Lastly, a list of terms with the definitions is included which helps to give a

clear description of the study.

1.1 Background of study

Language testing is “a means of assessing the student’s performance in
language while teaching is often geared largely to the test.” (Heaton 1988:5)
Testing or assessment is a way to find out whevther students have mastered the
skills taught or to what extent the learner can perform of what has been taught. It
is a tool to determine to what extent the course objective has been achieved. On the
other hand, evaluation refers to a wider range of processes which may or may not

include assessment data and it may be useful for decision making. (Nunan 1992)



The SPM examination is a standardized achievement test as well as an
evaluation programme for the implementation of KBSM. It can be evaluated in
terms of its validity and reliability. The former seeks to determine if the
examination is testing what it is supposed to test while the latter’s concern 1is
whether the result be produced consistently. (Weir, 1990) The researcher intended
to evaluate the content validity: to examine the relationship between the test items

and the course objectives.

As the school and the society always emphasize on the examination results,
teaching and learning will be focusing on the content that will be tested. Therefore,
testing plays an essential role in ensuring the skills listed is taught or emphasized
in the classroom. There is no description of the testing syllabus for SPM English
language paper. However, it is assumed that the items to be tested are derived

from the teaching syllabus.

1.2.1 Literature Component In The English Language Syllabus For Secondary
Schools(L.CE)

Literature Component in the English Language Syllabus for Secondary Schools
(LCE) was introduced in the year 2000. Before, literature texts were used as
reading materials to increase students’ English proficiency and to foster reading
habit in English. (Ganakumaran Subramanian 2003) Beside, students have the
opportunity to learn literature in secondary schools by taking the subject Literature
in English. However, they did not receive a positive response (Pusat Perkembangan

Kurikulum 1999) and the schools offering literature in English is decreasing.



Literature is reintroduced into the English Language Classroom in Malaysian
Secondary School in the form of literature component in the English Syllabus which
aims to enhance students’ proficiency in English language through the study of a
set of prescribed literary text, contribute to personal development and character
building and broaden students’ outlook through reading about other cultures and

world views. (Curriculum Development Centre 2000:9)

As the school’s role in realizing vision 2020 is to prepare “knowledge workers”
with ability to think critically and make discoveries in terms of new procedures and
products, these knowledge workers who operate on the global scenario must also be
cultured, High culture means an acquaintance with good literature. Thus, the
literaturs component cultivates global-mindedness among students.(Ministry of

Education 1999)

1.3 The Testing of Literature Component in SPM English paper

Theoretically, many would agree that “Literature classes should not result in
eXaminasions.” (Carter & Long 1991) It is argued that one of the purposes of
teaching literature is to encourage aesthetic reading and provide a genuine
langUage context for their language development.(Saratha Sithamparam 2002)
Making literature component in the English Language Syllabus a tested component
Would kill the interest of both the teachers and the learners. It will alter the
teaching and learning of literature towards the requirement of test or examination.
HOWeVer, it is unavoidable as the education ministry had realised that of the Class

Reader Programme did not achieve its intended objectives.



It is important to note that the CRP was not a tested part of English
Language Syllabus. For this reason and for the reason that many teachers
lacked training in using literary texts in the teaching of English, the CRP failed
to make much impact in improving English language standards in Malaysian
secondary schools. (Ganakumaran Subramanian 2003:39)

The literature component is tested in the paper 1 (Reading Comprehension) of
the SPM English paper. It makes up 20 out of the total of 68 marks for paper 1.
There are four objective questions in section A of English Paper 1 pertaining to 2
extracts, one from the poems and another one from the short stories. The entire
section D consists of three questions. There are two structure questions which are

based on the extracts from the poems and short story and one short essay based on

the novel studied.

In order to answer the examination questions correctly, it requires the
application of thinking skills which is also an educational emphasis of the English
Language Syllabus. Thus, this research evaluates the involvement or the
application of language skill followed by the use of thinking skills in answering the

literature component questions in the SPM English language paper.

1.4 Statement of Problem

“A principle of testing is that we should test what has been taught.” (Carter &
Long, 1991:161) What has been taught will be what has been listed in the syllabus.
There is a possibility that the test items might test beyond the syllabus or test only
a portion of the syllabus. Further more, the test items might centralised at certain

cognitive levels only.



The interest of the researcher is to find out to what extent the literature
component questions in the SPM examination are measuring what it is supposed to
measure. Teachers are supposed to teach all the language skills which involved
different level of thinking skills in the classroom. Hence, the researcher intends to
find out to what extent the questions types of the LCE question in SPM English
paper reflect both the sub-skills listed in the syllabus and the thinking skills

involved as suggested by the Ministry of Education.

1.5 Scope of Research
This research study attempts to find out how many language sub-skills are
tested over three years (2001, 2002, 2003) in the SPM English Language paper as

well as the cognitive dimensions of the skills tested.

1.6 Research Objectives
The research objectives of this study are to find out:
o How far the task types of the LCE items in SPM English Paper reflect the

skills listed in the syllabus.

e The levels of thinking skills required in doing the task.

1.7 Research Questions
With reference to the above mentioned objectives, the following research

questions are formulated.






