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The Sarawak Experience

Recollections of the COVID-19
Experience:
A Perspective from Sarawak’

Wong Swee Kiong

Sarawak, being the largest of the 13 states in Malaysia, lies in the northwest
of Borneo. It is a state that is endowed with rich natural resources and
blessed with a diverse cultural heritage, with more than 27 ethnic groups
living harmoniously in an area covering 124,449.51 sq. km. Like other parts
of the world, residents in Sarawak had varied experiences during and after
the COVID-19 pandemic. This essay recollects the experiences of residents
in Sarawak, particularly among the local marginalised communities, to
capture the unheard voices during the COVID-19 pandemic. It reflects
on the policy responses of the Sarawak state government in addressing
socioeconomic and digital gaps, which affected the daily life of the people as
well as the learning experiences of those in the remote areas, Reflection on
the development of policy initiatives or policy strategies is made from both
insider and outsider perspectives.

Recollections of COVID-19

The COVID-19 pandemic happened suddenly, without allowing us to have
Space to prepare and comprehend, so that we could respond rationally
and strategically, and avoid affecting the well-being of anyone. T vividly
remember that we were bringing back a group of our master’s students
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Impact Research Grant (UNI/F06/VC-HIRG/85528/P06—03/2022). Please note that for the
interviews, all names used are pseudonyms,
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Five years have passed since the COVID-19 pandemic ravaged the
world. Malaysia was not spared. Drawing from the expertise of
scholars and practitioners, this collection examines the impact of
the health crisis on Malaysia’s society, economy and politics and
fleshes out lessons from this period for policy-makers and the
public at large. The essays highlight serious consequences from
one of the worst crises Malaysia has endured, exposing and
widening vulnerabilities. Yet they also point to the nation’s
extraordinary resilience and a strengthening of community among
Malaysians. From multiple disciplines and perspectives, with calls
ranging from a pressing need to address the lost generation in
education and wider inequalities to greater recognition of the
challenges facing youths and necessity for ethical medical
protocols, the authors ‘look back to look ahead’ and engage
readers to reflect on the lessons of the pandemic for a stronger
Malaysia.
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