International Journal of Asian Social Science
ISSN(e): 2224-1441

ISSN(p): 2226-5139

DOT: 10.18488/journal.1.2020.108.434.449

Vol. 10, No. 8, 484-449.

© 2020 AESS Publications. All Rights Reserved.

URL: www.aessweb.com

0check for
updates

PHONEMIC AWARENESS AMONG RURAL PRIMARY SCHOOL
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS IN SARAWAK

“Faculty of Language and Communication, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak,

Joseph Ramanair'* >
Sarawak, Malaysia.

Chen Siaw Wee® ‘Email: rjoseph@unimas.my Tel: 006082581000 ext. 2688
Souba *Email: rsouba@unimas.my Tel: 006082581715

‘Email: pambigapathy@unimas.my Tel: 006082581749

. s ;
Rethinasamy “School of Education, Languages and Communications, Wawasan Open ~ (+ Corresponding author)
Jecky Misieng* University, Malaysia.
Ambi gap athy :Ematl: stawwee.chen@gmail.com Tel: 0060168738163
sos ‘Sarawak Skills Development Centre/International College of Advanced
Pandian > . 0
Technology Sarawak, Sarawak, Malaysia.
‘Email: jecky@ppks.edu.my Tel: 0060158566913
ABSTRACT

Article History Reading is an important skill that needs to be developed from young among children.
Received: 22 April 2020 In supporting them to read, they will first need to learn to decode which involves
Revised: 29 May 2020 . . .. . . . .
Accepted: 3 July 2020 understanding the alphabetic principle of the written word which is that letters
Published: 15 July 2020 characterise sounds or phonemes. Developing phonemic awareness requires explicit
K d teaching that is systematic and thus, teachers play an important role. This study thus,

eywords uncovers the knowledge of phonemic awareness of rural primary school teachers of
Phollel’ﬂl(‘ awareness . . . N .
Readin nglish as a Second Language an eir related instructional practices. Data

g English S d Language (ESL) and th lated instructional pract Dat

gmll_l 1l>rim'dry 56113011 were collected through a semi-structured questionnaire which was completed by five
E:;ﬁ;{j;;j;gﬁn anguase ESL teachers from a rural primary school in Sarawak. The findings revealed that the
Teacher knowledge. teachers had limited knowledge of phonemic awareness. Although two of them reported

focussing their instructional approaches to develop their students’ phonemic awareness,
their self-assessment of this knowledge was low. This limited knowledge would not
only affect the design of their instructional practices but also impede the reading
success of young ESL learners.

Contribution/ Originality: This study contributes to the existing literature on the role of teachers and their

knowledge of phonemic awareness to support the development of ESL reading among young learners.

1. INTRODUCTION

The concerted view in the literature related to reading is that it concerns comprehending text (Clarke,
Snowling, Truelove, & Hulme, 2010; Gaskins, 2011; Hjetland et al., 2019) which involves understanding or making
meaning from the text. However, to be able to understand a text, a reader needs to first decode (Castles, Rastle, &
Nation, 2018; Gough & Tunmer, 1986; Hoover & Gough, 1990; Quinn, Wagner, Petscher, & Lopez, 2015).
According to Henry (2010) decoding involves “the skills and knowledge by which a reader translates printed words
into speech...the ability to pronounce words sub vocally in silent reading or vocally in oral reading” (p. 3).” For
readers to decode, they would need to first understand the alphabetic principle of the written word which is that

letters characterise sounds or phonemes. A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound that can change the meaning of a

word, thus distinguishing a word from another (Delahunty & Garvey, 2010; Henry, 2010; Moats, 2010). Learning
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