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Abstract: Throughout the world English language has become an important language of academic
instruction. Thus, the teaching and learning of a content subject in English is not a unique phenomenon
in various parts of the world. In Malaysia, English for the Teaching of Mathematics and Science
(ETeMS) policy was implemented in 2003. This has received and is still receiving various reactions
particularly from politicians, parents, language experts and policy makers. This study employed a
survey research design and investigated the views of the 600 students who have completed all 6 years
of primary education under the ETeMS policy. Four aspects of the students’ views namely, views on
personal ability in English, learning Science in English, importance of learning Science in English
and language medium preference were covered in the questionnaire items. The findings show that the
majority of the students viewed their English language ability as good, had positive views about
learning Science in English, very aware of the importance of learning Science in English and preferred
to learn Science in English only and bilingually in the Malay language and English. The paper highlights
the need to listen to the students’ voice and recommends the way forward for addressing English medium instruction issues.
Keywords: English Medium Instruction (EMI), Content Based Learning (CBL), ESL Learners

Background

T

HE USE OF the English language in various fields has become inevitable and reviews
of previous studies have shown that it has become a very noteworthy lingua franca
compared to other languages (Halliday, 1998; Ihejieto, 1995; Jenkins, 2007; Lo,
1991; Swain, 1996). Thus, it is not surprising that many countries have adopted
English as the medium of instruction in educating their younger generation. Considering
English as an important language of power and employability (Din et al., 2003; Pennington,
1991), children are exposed to the English language as early as possible. In most countries,
the medium of instruction is made based on political reasons rather than educational grounds
(Choong, 2004; Ong, 2006; Rollnick, 2000).
In the 21st century, society has given more attention towards science and technology-based
subjects. Most courses in the university especially science-based courses are highly dependent
on references or materials that are published in the English language (Lillis, Hewings,
Vladimirou, & Curry, 2010; Hyland, 2006). Hence, it was felt that it was a good exposure
for the students to be exposed to study subject matters in English as their preparation for the
future study. In recent years, the emergence of English as a medium of instruction in the
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