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ABSTRACT
In previous literature, conceptual metaphor has been used as a comprehensive cognitive tool
to explore systematic categorization of concepts in the Quran. Death metaphor themes have
either been studied from rhetorical or conceptual perspectives, but metaphor interpretation
needs both linguistic and conceptual knowledge. This paper will explore the function of both
linguistic and conceptual knowledge in metaphor interpretation in the Quran. This paper has
used the technique of key words and phrases for data collection and metaphor identification
procedure (MIP) for metaphors identification. Thirteen conceptual metaphors were found in
the data. The key conceptual metaphors were analyzed through the lexical concept cognitive
model theory (hereafter LCCM) to find out the functions of linguistic and conceptual
knowledge in metaphor interpretation. The findings reveal that conceptual metaphor gives only
relational structure to the linguistic metaphoric expressions, whereas interpretation needs
integration of both linguistic and conceptual knowledge. Conceptual simulation of metaphoric
expressions is a multilinear process of multiple conceptual schemas and language. The findings
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also reveal that LCCM needs the tool of intertextuality for clash resolution of contexts in text
interpretation. This paper holds that meaning construction depends upon multilinear
processing of conceptual schemas and language. Furthermore, it asserts that the gap in LCCM
may be resolved through the tool of intertextuality in metaphor comprehension. This study
suggests further studies on relationship between conceptual schemas and lexical behaviour
and an elaborate model for text interpretation, combining LCCM and intertextuality.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Death is the most certain of all probable future events, yet it is itself the most elusive
phenomenon, and there is no unanimity on its nature among the philosophers (Brown, 2008;
Lovemore & Brian, 2011). However, it is the most common phenomenon of life, and therefore,
it is a vital part of human verbal discourses. Due to its ambiguous nature, death is often
expressed in figurative language. The concept of death is pervasively used in the Quran, but in
exegetical and rhetorical tradition, it has been given literal treatment, and thus, the rhetoricians
and exegetes missed the conceptual nature of metaphoric concept of death (Sardaraz & Ali,
2016). This has been due to theological, legal and rhetorical propensities of the exegetes, jurists
and rhetoricians (Saeed, 2006).
The traditional exegetical studies have investigated the language of the Quran through
the al-Jurjani’s (1959, 2000) theory of metaphor, which states that inference and meaning in
metaphoric expressions depends upon the investigation of the similarity between the source
and target domains. In other words, the transference of dominant attribute causes the
transference of meaning, which al-Jurjani (1959) calls as semantic borrowing. This theory has
largely been followed in exegetical literature to investigate the resemblance based metaphors
in the Quran, and many of the metaphoric concepts have been missed, which needed
metaphoric treatment. The concept of death has been given either literal theological treatment
or pictographic treatment or philosophical treatment as is the case with Aathya (2001), alAasqalani (1954), and Kathir (1998) or Qutb (2004) or al-Razi (1999) respectively.
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