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ABSTRACT

Introduction: A cross-sectional study was conducted to compare the family functioning in four
selected villages in Kota Samarahan, namely Kampung Baru, Kampung Niup, Kampung Tanjung
Parang and Kampung Endap by using retrospective data collected by Year 2 medical students

during the Family Health course (MDP 10602) from 1* July 2010 to 31* March 2011.

Method: Family functioning in terms of general functioning, problem solving, communication,
roles, affective involvement and behaviour control was assessed by the McMaster Family
Assessment Device (FAD) and the socio-demographic characteristics were analysed

retrospectively from the biodata questionnaires.

Results: The study showed that families in Kampung Baru were the healthiest in family
functioning among the four villages. There was association between respondents’ socio-
demographic characteristics with family functioning dimensions in terms of problem solving and
communication. Chi square test showed that there were statistical significant correlation between
problem solving, communication and affective involvement among the four villages in Kota
Samarahan. While, One-Way ANOVA analysis showed that there were significant differences
between general functioning, communication, affective involvement and behaviour control

among the four villages in Kota Samarahan.

Conclusion: McMaster Family Assessment Device (FAD) was reliable and valid in assessment

of wide range of normal and pathologic families.



ABSTRAK

Pendahuluan: Kajian keratan rentas dilakukan untuk membandingkan fungsi keluarga di empat
kampung terpilih di Kota Samarahan, iaitu Kampung Baru, Kampung Niup, Kampung Tanjung
Parang dan Kampung Endap dengan menggunakan data retrospektif yang telah dikumpul oleh
pelajar perubatan Tahun 2 semasa program Family Health (MDP 10602) yang bermula dari 1

Julai 2010 sehingga 31 Mac 2011.

Kaedah: Keluarga berfungsi dalam hal fungsi umum, penyelesaian masalah, komunikasi,
peranan, penglibatan dan kawalan perilaku afektif yang dinilai dengan menggunakan McMaster
Family Assessment Device (FAD) dan ciri-ciri sosial-demografi dianalisis secara retrospektif dari

kuesioner biodata.

Keputusan: Keputusan kajian menunjukkan bahawa keluarga di Kampung Baru paling sihat
dalam fungsi keluarga di antara empat kampung tersebut. Terdapat perhubungan antara ciri-ciri
sosio-demografi responden dengan dimensi keluarga berfungsi dalam hal penyelesaian masalah
dan komunikasi. Analisa Chi square menunjukkan bahawa terdapat hubungan yang signifikan
antara statistik penyelesaian masalah, komunikasi dan penglibatan afektif antara empat kampung
di Kota Samarahan. Sementara itu, analisa One-Way ANOVA menunjukkan bahawa terdapat
perbezaan yang signifikan antara fungsi umum, komunikasi, penglibatan afektif dan kawalan

perilaku antara empat kampung di Kota Samarahan.

Kesimpulan: McMaster Family Assessment Device (FAD) adalah tepat , sesuai dan diterima

pakai dalam penilaian pelbagai aspek keluarga biasa dan patologis.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Contents
TITLE PAGE
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
ABSTRACT
ABSTRAK
TABLE OF CONTENTS
LIST OF TABLES
LIST OF FIGURES
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Introduction
1.2 Background of Study
1.3 Statement of problem
1.4 Significance of Study
1.5 Objectives
1.5.1 General Objective
1.5.2 Specific Objectives
1.6 Research Hypothesis
CHAPTER 2 LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Literature Review
CHAPTER 3 METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design and Setting
3.2 Population and Sampling
3.2.1 Inclusion Criteria
3.2.2 Exclusion Criteria
3.3 Variables
3.3.1 Independent variables

3.3.2 Dependent variables

Page

1
i

iv

vii

viil

&S W N

W

18
18
19
20

20
20



3.4 Methods of Data Collection
3.5 Data Entry and Analysis
3.6 Operational Definition
CHAPTER 4 RESULTS
4.1 Introduction
4.2 Socio-demographic characteristic analysis
4.3 McMaster Family Assessment Device (FAD) analysis by villages in
Kota Samarahan
4.4 Association between McMaster Family Assessment Device (FAD)
analysis and socio-demographic characteristics
CHAPTER 5 DISCUSSION
5.1 McMaster Family Assessment Device (FAD) analysis by villages
in Kota Samarahan
5.2 Association between McMaster Family Assessment Device (FAD)
analysis and socio-demographic characteristics
CHAPTER 6 CONCLUSION, RECOMMENDATIONS AND LIMITATIONS
6.1 Conclusion
6.2 Recommendations
6.3 Limitations
REFERENCES
APPENDIX
A Table 4.3,4.4,4.5,4.6,4.7 and 4.8
B Questionnaire
C Examples of calculation of the family functioning scores
D Research Timeline

E Research Methodology Flow Chart

vi

20
22
22

25
26
33

42

44

45

48
48
49
51

57
69
75
77
78



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure Page

No.

4.1 Frequency distribution of families in four villages in Kota Samarahan 29
42  Percentage of head of household (respondents) according to gender 29
4.3 Percentage of head of household (respondents) according to race 29
44  Percentage of head of household (respondents) according to educational 30

status

4.5 Marital status of head of household (respondents) 30
46 Percentage of head of household (respondents) according to occupation 31
47 Percentage of head of household (respondents) in each of the monthly 31

income groups
48 Percentage of number of family members (adults 18 years old and above) 31

49 Percentage of number of family members (children less than 18 years old) 2

vii



Table

No.

4.1

4.2

43

44

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

49

LIST OF TABLES

Association between FAD analysis and villages in Kota Samarahan (Chi
square test analysis)

Association between FAD analysis and villages in Kota Samarahan (One-
Way ANOVA)

Association between general functioning and socio-demographic
characteristics

Association between problem solving and socio-demographic characteristics
Association between communication and socio-demographic characteristics
Association between roles and socio-demographic characteristics
Association between affective involvement and socio-demographic
characteristics

Association between behaviour control and socio-demographic
characteristics

Marks for each response in McMaster Family Assessment Device (FAD)

questionnaire

viii

Page

36

40

%)

59

61

63

65

67

75



CHAPTER 1:

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Samarahan Division is the eighth administrative division in Sarawak, East Malaysia, on
the island of Borneo. Formerly, it is part of the First Division, which included Kuching, and then
it became a separate Division in 1985. Samarahan Division has a total area of 4,967.45 square
kilometres. It is located about 30 kilometres south east of Kuching. The construction of a bridge
has further shortened the road distance between Kuching-Kota Samarahan to 11 kilometres. The
lands in Samarahan are mostly non-hilly, flat and low-lying. Most of the soils are peat soils
which are ideal for coconut, oil palm and pineapples plantation. Most of the development in the
Samarahan Division is concentrated in Kota Samarahan. With the expansion of Kuching itself,

Kota Samarahan is fast becoming a satellite town or suburb of the state capital.

Samarahan Division contains four administrative districts: Kota Samarahan, Asajaya,
Serian and Simunjan. There are also two small administrative districts which are Tebedu in
Serian and Sebuyau in Simunjan. The population is ethnically mixed, with mostly Bidayuh, Iban,
Malay and Chinese predominating. The main economic activity of the town centres is agriculture
but light industries are slowly moving in. There is an industrial area known as Samarahan
Industrial Zone which is located near to Kampung Tanjung Bundong. This zone is approximately

62.213 hectare.


http:4,967.45

The service sector, especially the education related-sector, is increasingly becoming
significant in Samarahan. Examples of education related-sector include Universiti Malaysia
Sarawak (UNIMAS), Universiti Teknologi MARA, Tun Abdul Razak Teacher's Training College,
Industrial Training Institute Samarahan, Kota Samarahan International Private School and Dato
Traoh International School. Technology Park Sarawak and Sarawak International Medical Centre

are also located here.

According to Department of Statistics Malaysia, the total residents in Kota Samarahan in
year 2009 are 58,460 people. They are mostly Malays (32,286), followed by Chinese (10,083),

Iban (9,574), Bidayuh (4,175), Melanau (815) and others.

1.2  Background of Study

The purpose of this research project is to study the family function and relationship
between selected villages by using the current family assessment device questionnaire —
McMaster Family Assessment Device (FAD). To date there has been no studies to look at the
family function and relationship in Sarawak. There have been concerns on the increasing rate of
family breakdown and social problems which maybe related to dysfunction or discord in the
family. As part of the family health course in the pre-clinical years of UNIMAS medical students,
an attempt has been made to look at the family function among selected villages in Kota
Samarahan, Sarawak. As this posting is to serve the communities, hence it offers great
opportunities for professional development within the discipline of family medicine, with

protected time to pursue research and academic interests in a supportive environment. Family




medicine is challenged to document the impact of family systems on health and physiologic

function.
1.3 Statement of Problem

There is an increase in social problems in Sarawak. According to Social Development and
Urbanization Ministry, the rise in social problems in Sarawak is due to failure to respond
appropriately and adequately to the changes brought about by urbanization. Statistic showed that
the incidence of social problems, particularly crime, in Sarawak was increasing and that in the

urban areas they involved mostly youths and adolescents.

According to the latest World Health Organization (WHQO) Mortality Database, global
suicide rates among adolescents in the 15 to 19 age group were 7.4/100,000. Suicide rates were

higher in males (10.5) than in females (4.1). The result applies to almost all countries.

Another social problem is divorce. The top three worst states in descending order are
Selangor, Kuala Lumpur and Penang, all with an average divorce rate above 15%. The three best
states in ascending order are Sabah, Kedah, and Johor, incidentally the only states together with
Sarawak and Negeri Sembilan with divorce rates below the national average of 11.55%.
However, based on Chief Minister’s Ofﬁce (Islamic Affairs), divorce rate among Muslims in big
cities such as Kuching, Miri, Sibu and Bintulu had registered a rise. There are about 50% of
registered marriages in the state end up in divorce. Although the Muslim couples getting married
are increasing every year, however, the divorce rate is also going up. The hypothesis of this

phenomenon is due to the couple getting married too early and too fast.







