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NOTES ON EGG SIZES AND TICKS OF THE
YELLOW-LIPPED SEA KRAIT (LATICAUDA
COLUBRINUS) ONPULAUPUNYIT, BRUNEI
DARUSSALAM

Pulau Punyit (sometimes spelled ‘Pulao
Punyet’) is one of two rocky islands off the
north coast of Brunei Darussalam, on the
southern edge of the South China Sea. This 0.1

ha. island is composed primarily of Tertiary
limestone, and situated 500-600 m from the
mainland at high tide. This brief communica-
tion present new information on the eggs and
parasites of Laticauda colubrinus collected
from these rocks during two trips made in May

and October, 1992,

The amphibious sea snake or yellow-lipped
sea krait, Laticauda colubrinus (Schneider,
1799) is a relatively terrestrial hydrophiid
which produces eggs, unlike most other sea
snakes that produce live young (Tweedie,
1983). Two adult females (snout-vent lengths
129.5and 114.2 cm) were caught from the rocks
on 16 May, 1992, between 1640 and 1650 hours.
These were found in association with rocks and
vines in the deep shade, and were presumably
resting. Although several sloughed skins of the
same species were recovered from the rocks
during the same visit, no young of the species
could be found. Both snakes collected proved
gravid on dissection, containing nine and five
relatively large oviducal eggs that measured
44.6-57.2 (mean 50.6) x 24.6-31.1 (mean 26.7)
mm and 58.5-92.2 (mean 73.3) x 20.3-25.7
(mean 23.5) mm, respectively.

The parasite burden on these snakes is wor-
thy of comment. Nine and 15 ticks of one or
more indeterminate species were recovered
from under the midbody and ventral scales.
Since the species is highly terrestrial, resting,
courting, mating and ovipositing on rocky is-
lands (Pernetta, 1977; Stuebing, 1988), along
with Pilong Rocks, Pulao Punyit may be the
only terrestrial habitat for the species within
Brunei.





