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ABSTRACT 
Bidayuh is one of the seven major ethnic communities in Sarawak Malaysia, whose population 
number ranks fourth among all the communities. The analysis and description of the quantity and 
quality of Bidayuh population give a clear pattern and trends of change of Bidayuh population for the 
last 60 years, from 1947 to 2010. The study shows that the number of Bidayuh has increased almost 
5 times since 1947. This is demonstrated by the annual growth rate and the percentage increase of 
the Bidayuh population over these years. It is evidenced from the analysis that the Bidayuh 
population has experienced a slower annual growth in recent years; this pattern simultaneously 
reflects the positive improvement of the social and economic conditions of the community. Although 
the growth rate of the Bidayuh has fallen, its size will still grow in absolute number, and the total 
Bidayuh could reach 220,000 in 2020. In view of the decline of the Bidayuh population which is slower 
than the Iban, the Melanau, the Chinese, and the Others, the proportion and growth of Bidayuh 
population in Sarawak population is therefore still sustainable.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Bidayuh is one of the seven major ethnic groups1 among the twenty-five specific ethnic groups 
inSarawak (1970 Census: 2-3). Jackson (1968:41) remarked that, “Sarawak is considered as one of the 
most multi-racial states in the world in terms of its small population”. The total population of Sarawak 
was 2,471,140 in 2010. And the seven major ethnic groups in Sarawak, in priority of number in 2010 
are Iban, 713,421; Chinese, 577,646; Malay, 568,113; Bidayuh, 198,473; Orang Ulu,156,436; 
Melanau, 123,410;  and Others , 16,549 (Lam, 2014:151). 
Historically the Bidayuh came from the western Kalimantan region of Indonesian Kalimantan of 
Borneo. They live along the Lundu, Sarawak, Sadong and Samarahan Rivers and exhibited wide 
cultural diversity among their various populations, dividing further into five mutually different dialect 

 




