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Non-volant small mammals, which include mice, rats, squirrels, shrews 
and treeshrews, are amongst the least studied tropical faunas. Some 
of these cryptic species play important ecological roles as pollinators 

and in seed dispersal, while others are vectors of harmful diseases to humans. 
Some spend substantial time on the ground, while others are arboreal and a 
few species are fossorial. Small mammals are poorly-known, partly because 
different trapping methods and baits are needed to capture different species 
that may show dietary specialisations- some carnivorous, others omnivorous. 
To document these elusive mammals, a survey was conducted in September 
2015, using pitfall traps and baited cage traps, with a sampling effort of 1,600 
trap days.

Small Terrestrial Mammals
Yee Ling Chong, Faisal Ali Anwarali Khan, Nur Elfieyra Syazana 
Hamdan, Nurshilawati Latip, Rafik Murni, Qhairil Shyamri Rosli, 

Muhd Amsyari Bin Morni, Julius William Dee,
Jayasilan Mohd-Azlan and Andrew Alek Tuen 

ZOOLOGY

Fig. 2. Sundasciurus lowii.


