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PReFACe

The selected articles chosen for this book, comprising empirical 
researches on multilingual communities in the region, mainly 
pertaining to Malaysia and Singapore, throw light on the plausibility 
that some minority languages will become extinct or be replaced 
by a more dominant language if signs and indications of these 
endangerments as empirically highlighted are ignored. In respect to 
their important work, we would like to extend our gratitude to the 
author-researchers for their significant contribution to the said field. 
At the same time we are humbled by the perseverance of the affected 
communities and are indebted for their continual assistance. 
 Language endangerment is an issue of prime concern to 
all of us, and undoubtedly literature on the subject is abundantly 
found. Nevertheless, much is still needed to be said of the actual 
state of language endangerment in this region. Also, some reports 
of endangered communities are conclusively derived at without 
evidences from the ground. Smaller languages are categorised 
as endangered primarily on the basis of having small number of 
speakers. 
 It is hoped that the book will shed profound insights on the 
linguistic and sociolinguistic consequences of language contact in 
the region, especially in relation to language choice and identity; a 
subject of much concern in this era. As there is a significant dearth 
in empirical knowledge on language choice and identity particularly 
amongst multilingual communities in the region, this book hence, is 
timely and has currency as it addresses this gap. 



x

 The book gives macro- and micro-perspectives of multilingual 
communities in the region. It informs the readers of the intricacy and 
novelty of language situations in the region. 
 We would like to thank Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) 
for providing the financial support for the publication of this book. 
The book is a compilation of selected research articles presented 
at the International Conference on Majority and Minority: Language, 
Culture and Identity in November 2010, which was co-hosted by the 
Centre for Language Studies, UNIMAS and the Malaysian Association of 
Modern Languages (MYMLA). We would like to take this opportunity 
to express our appreciation to MYMLA as well for their cooperation 
in co-hosting the said conference.
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The world may have a thousand languages, or even more. But some 
are fast disappearing or on the road to extinction. This process has 
been going on through the ages and is not a new phenomenon. 

In the past,  it was mainly due to the depletion of speakers caused by 
ill health and physical environment. Today, this danger lies in social 
processes which have created linguistic minorities in the face of dominant 
and powerful languages. 
 This volume tells the story of linguistic minorities - their existence 
and identity within larger communities. As a story, and is written with the 
general readers in mind and not just for linguists, it should appeal to those 
who are interested in the preservation of the languages and cultures of 
these minorities as part of the heritage of mankind. Different approaches 
employed by researcher-writers in methodology and analysis, as reflected 
in the various chapters, should prove to be interesting to linguists in the 
field.
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