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ABSTRACT
I'

I,

Rural School Students Attitudes Toward Reading English Materials
And Their Perceptions How Reading Can Help Them In Their
Studies: A Survey on Lower Secondary School Students Of
SMK Tutoh Apoh Baram.

PuyangJok

This study is to gather information pertaining reading attitudes among Lower Secondary
rural school students at SMK TUTOH APOH in Baram. The objectives of the study is to
examined what types of non-academic and academic reading materials students like to
read, and how often they read, what are students feelings toward reading and their
perceptions how reading can help them in their studies. A set of 150 questionnaires was
administered to a group of 150 rural students who made up the samples of the study. The
results wi ll be analyzed based on empirical studies.

The findi ngs of the study revealed that majority of the respondents ' demonstrated
positive attitudes toward reading the English materials such as Magazines, Comics,
Adventure, Horror, School Text Books, Reference Books, Literature. The findings
revealed that reading has helped them to acquire knowledge, to pass the examination and
school projects. Many factors affect students attitudes toward reading such as their
personal experiences with reading, family background, school environment, lack of
reading resources and geographical isolation make them inaccessibility to the reading
materials. The findings of the survey will also help to raise awareness among all parties
about crucial problems in the rural school settings.
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ABSTRAK

Sikap Pelajar Pendalaman Terhadap Bahan-Bahan Bacaan Dalam Bahasa Inggeris
Dan Persepsi Mereka Bagaimana Bahan Bacaan Tersebut Membantu Mereka
Di Dalam Pelajaran: Satu Tinjauan Terhadap Pelajar Sekolah
Menengah Rendah Di SMK TUTOH APOH, BARAM.

PUYANGJOK

Kaijian ini bertujuan untuk meninjau sikap pelajar pendalaman di SMK TUTOH APOH
di daerah Baram terhadap bbahan-bahan bacaan dalam Bahasa Inggeris. Objektif kajian
ini adalah untuk mengenali bah an bacaan akademik and bukan-akademik berbahasa
Inggeris yang dibaca oleh pelajar, sekerap mana mereka membaca, apakah sikap mereka
terhadap bahan bacaan, dan apakah persepsi mereka bagaimana bahan tersebut membantu
dalam bidang pelajaran mereka. Satu set 150 jumlah soalan kajiselidik diedarkan kepada
ISO pelajar pendalaman yang menjadi sampel dalam kajian ini. Hasil kajiselidik dibuat
berdasarkan kajian empirikal
HasiJ tinjauan menunjukkan pel ajar menujukkan sikap positif terhadap bahan bacaan
dalam Bahasa Inggeris seperti Majalah, Komik, Pengembaraan, Cerita Seram,Buku Teks,
Buku Ruj ukan dan Sastera. Hasil tinjauan menunjukkan membaca banyak men bantu
mereka dalam peperiksaan, tugasan sekolah, mencari ilmu dan maklumat. Faktor-faktor
yang mempengaruhi sikap pelajar terhadap pembacaan disebabkan pengalaman pelajar
terhadap bahan bacaan, latar belakang keluarga, persekitaran sekolah, kekurangan bah an
bacaan, kedudukan geografi sekolah yang terpencil menyebabkan mereka tidak akses
kepada bah an bacaan. Hasil tinjauan ini juga memberi gambaran tentang masalah
masalah kritikal yang terdapat di sekolah pendalaman.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1

Background of The Study

Like all schools, rural schools face many pressures. Increasingly diverse students'
backgrounds, learning styles and attitudes, needs and fundings are challenges in every
rural schools in Malaysia. However, rural schools face a unique set of challenges
largely due do their poverty, undeveloped infrastructure, low population, limited
economic and education opportunities and geographic isolation are very common. This
study was tried to address the problems of how we could help rural school students,
whose lack of proficiency in English is primarily due to their lack of exposure to the
language.

Although some rural schools in the country have seen successfully met these
challenges, many still struggle. The need to attract and retain highly quality reading
materials and qualified teachers, for example, is especially pronounced in rural schools
as it is evident there is a link between teacher quality and students achievement. The
challenges faced by rural students in Malaysia do not respect boundaries. The
challenges play vital roles make rural students difficult to access to the educational
facilities compared to the urban schools students.

We have little knowledge about the everyday reading activities of rural students and
how their attitudes toward reading affect their studies. The major problem faced by
students in the rural schools in reading in English is their lack of vocabulary. It is this
lack of vocabulary that makes it difficult for them to read and express themselves in
English, and guesses the meaning of words in context. As emphasized by Nation (1990)
and Laufer (1992), students need vocabulary of a least 19 out 20 words, or about 95%
of a text before they can guess the meaning of a word from its context. In a more recent
study by Hsueh-Chen and Nation (2000), the researchers estimate that most learners
would need to know around 98% of the words in the text for this to occur.

Ratnawati and Ahmad (2003) indicated that it is the fact that many rural school
students do not know most basic vocabulary in English, and given the difficulty they
have in leamjng English, the change in attitude toward reading English as shown by the
students preferred when one reads something that is full of difficult words, reading is
extremely difficult and painful, and one gets easily discouraged. In fact, it is a major
achievement for these students to be able to continue reading, to see the value of
reading, and to develop a positive attitude toward reading. Hence, in the rural schools
situation, where students have a very limited ability in the language, and several factors
often to deter the students from learning the language.

The issue of English proficiency among Malaysian rural school students has always
been of concern among Malaysian teachers, academics and Ministry officials. As the
students' lack of proficiency in English deprives them of the opportunities open to
who are able to use the language well like the students in urban schools. This is
especially so for rural school students, whose failure rate in national standardized
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English examinations is twice of their urban counterparts (Mohd Asraf, forthcoming).
Many rural school students have difficulty understanding English, and few are able to
use English in simple conversation.

Ratnawati and Ahmad (2003) also claimed the difficulties students have in reading and
their attitudes toward reading English, hence to provide them a real world context in
which the language is used. Many rural school students' lack of basic vocabulary in
English to be able to respond to reading tests or tests of vocabulary. Because of their
lack of exposure to English, many students are not able to use the language beyond the
word level.

According to the Report of the Commission on Reading in the United States," reading
is a cornerstone for success, not just in school, but also throughout life (cited in Gallik,
I 999,p,480). Reading has become a part of our daily lives in this modem world. The
abilities of reading are acknowledged as amplifiers of human capabilities. Pumfrey
(1990) stated "the skills of reading gives access to a high proportion of the accumulated
thoughts, ideas, and feelings of culture".

It also seen as the responsibilities of schools to help students to have positive attitudes
toward reading. School is a unique setting that requires students to develop positives
reading attitudes in order to succeed academically. However, many rural school
students still have troubles in reading. When severe, reading difficulties affect students'
life. According to some researches (Shaywitz and Fletcher, 1994) claimed that, children
e difficulties in reading in school and Smith (1998) said that if children continue
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experienced reading difficulties "frustration and failure can affects students motivation
and their approach to task of learning".

This study will give us view the difficulties that rural schools students have in learning
English or take into account the complexity of learning English in the rural school
situation. Students' attitudes toward reading are getting little attention in developing
students' literacy ability what more to say those students study in the rural schools. The
reading attitudes of students are very important to detennine their success in the school
performance.

1.2 The Scenario of Reading Attitudes of Malaysian Students.

Everyone presumably, enjoys reading. In universities, colleges and schools, reading in
the official language, Bahasa Malaysia, often takes first choices. However, reading the
English materials are also taken seriously by the students who are learning English in
schools as English is the second important language in the country, and a major
language for global communication and in the job market.

Students must cultivate positive attitudes toward reading English materials as they are
widely exposed to English reading materials in today's life. However, we find that the
students do not read extensively in English as the target language and a compulsory
subject learn in schools. The importance on teaching students to read and ultimate
illiteracy has been a major agenda in Malaysia until today.
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What are the attitudes of Malaysian students toward reading? How our students do
perceived their reading ability? How much do Ma1aysians read? According to the last
National Literacy Survey carried out in 1996 by the National Library, the average
Malaysian reads only two books a year. This is an improvement compared to an earlier
survey in 1982. which revealed that an average Malaysian read a mere page, or in two
years.

The Sunday Star newspaper (8 th August, 1992;p.2) reports that "the poor reading
habits" among Malaysians was a true Malaysian attitudes toward reading, it took an
official survey to jolt the Education sector that something had to be done fast. When the
survey findings hit the headlines, the Education Ministry came up with the NILAM
(Nadi Ilmu Amalan Membaca) programme to nurture positive attitudes toward reading
among children.

The literacy rate in Malaysia was only 52 % in 1957, when we achieved independence
from British, and it was recorded as 80% in 1994 (New Straits Times, June, 1994). In
1996, a survey on reading behavior was done on 22,400 individuals and 6,050
households by the Ministry of Education revealed that only 20% of Malaysians read
regUlarly. In the survey (New Strait Times, August 96) it further stressed that the small
figure included students who read just to pass exams.

Public attention has been drawn to the growmg problems of non-reading among
Malaysians, especially among students. Questions have been raised regarding the
ng attitudes among school students. Ambigapathy (2001) defines that reading
attitudes here refers to reading ability and willingness to read for information and
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leisure as well as reading practices that engage different print and audio-visual
contents, such as newspapers, magazines, non-textbooks, and informative materials of
various multimedia.

Studies in the past have shown that the "exam-oriented educational system in Malaysia
promotes rote learning and there needs to be a paradigm shift in how we view
education and about the way we teach (Chitravellu, 1997; Osman, 1997). The
Education Minister that time, Datuk Najib Tun Razak, has frequently commented in the
local media that most students read only to pass exams and do not read for pleasure. He
has been instrumental in implementing many projects aimed at improving students
reading ability in the country. Reading skills are important through our lifespan,
particularly as we respond to new demands and changes in jobs.

Ambigapathy (1993) claimed that many students found to be reluctant to read for
infonnation or pleasure. His concerns was shared by many academicians and
government who stressed that the need to investigate the poor reading behavior of
Malaysians students. If this phenomenon is left unattended, the future of Malaysia will
eventually be directed by reluctant readers, or by people who are 'retarded' in terms of
knowledge, intelligence and maturity.

When adults today are who can read, choose not to read, are likely to create a
generation of non-readers in the society that do not value the important of reading in
their daily lives. If there are no steps taken to cultivate positive attitude toward reading
ng Malaysian students from the beginning the reluctant readers will take place in
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our society. The focus on reading is crucial given the development of communication
technology and the realities we confront in contemporary societies.

Ambigapathy (200 1) said that, for reading to be meaningful, it is essential that young
people "earn to read and to cultivate reading behavior for lifelong". It has been widely
reconunended that the enterprise of developing reading attitudes has to start at "an early

part of one's life and should be a conducive reading environment to stimulate life long
reading" (Ambigapathy, 1997, Anderson 1982, Winebrenner, 1971, Sanacore, 1990).
When children are not exposing to reading materials since they are young, it will be too
late to impose positive attitudes on them to love reading.

Students in Malaysia however, for most of the time have often associated reading with
academic tasks and not for knowledge or pleasure. This does not enable the students
who have the ability to read in a significant way for self or social development. The
formation of readers' interests and behavior is determined by a number of factors such
as social values of their society, school, family and environment. Each factor has its
own function and promotes the development of readers' personalities.

For example, literacy events in the home are linked closely to the students' personal
focus and involvement in the literacy events. According to Greaney (1986) parents who
create a friendly environment that nurtures reading by providing space, materials,
encouragement and example will promote the love of reading. Apart from that, Harris
Sipay (1990) stated that the negative effects of reading problems are well
documented that is associated with social, economic and psychological problems.
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The cultivation of reading attitudes is also influenced by a range of other factors like
exposure to media and computers. We are currently living in an era where much public
discussion takes place on television, video, multi-channeled satellite broadcasting,
interactive cables system, e-mail and Internet. These technologies should be read more
actively as it conveys a range of meaning that accompany the print or verbal text. There
are many relationships that can be linked to reading attitude through the media the
students encounter in the schools

1.3 Statement of tbe Problem

The purpose of this study is to survey a sample of Lower Secondary rural school
students from Form 1, Form 2 and Form 3 classes at SMK TUTOH APOH in the
Baram District. This study is to survey their attitudes toward reading in English, types
of non-academic and academic materials they read, the frequency they read, their
feelings toward reading, reading difficulties they encounter in reading in English, and
their perceptions how the English materials help them in their studies, and the
complexity of learning English in the rural school setting.

In this study, it is hypothesized that certain factors related to students' background,
home and schools have an impact on students' attitudes. It is further hypothesized that
such social psychological factors as exposure to language and attitudes toward reading
and language would have significant effects on reading attitudes too.
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1.4 Objectives of the Study

This study aims to:
•

find out types of non-academic and academic reading materials do students read
and how often they read.

•

find out students feelings toward reading

•

find out students perceptions how reading can help them in their studies.

1.5

Research Questions

This study attempts to answer the following research questions:
•

What are types of non-academic and academic reading materials do students
read and how often they read?

•

What are students' feelings toward reading?

•

What are the students 'perceptions toward reading English materials and how
reading can help them in their academic?

1.6 Significance of The Study

The rationale of this study is to gather information pertaining rural school students
attitudes toward reading, do they value reading, how much they read, what are their
reading ability and the reading problems they are facing. The findings will give
back for the relevant authority to improve their proficiency in English through the
grammes implemented in the schools. Malaysian rural school students' need extra
helps and aids to increase their proficiency in English though reading. The rural schools
9

students in this study could be the reasons for being most significant for their attitudes
to

ard reading in English.

The results of this study could possibly be importance in convincing teachers as well as
the parents of the students the importance of reading. If reading is found to have a
positive impact on academic success, Language Arts Department will have some
idence in support of their efforts to increase the amount of time students spending on
Jading, teachers and parents have to find ways to help the students in their reading.

1.7 Limitations of The Study

1be sample of this study may not adequately represent the total number of the student
population studying in the rural schools in the country at large. Thus, the sample chosen

in the study is only from one rural school despite there are many rural schools in our
country. Therefore, any reference regarding the findings should be done with care.
Using one rural school to determine the reading attitudes of rural school students may
not be enough to represent the universe its construct.

To understand the role of attitude in literacy development is problematic for at least two
reasons. First, such inferences are imprecise because the data at hand concern activities
rather than attitude. Second, the inference that activity reveals attitude may be
untenable. Previous reading research has demonstrated that adults do not always act in
accordance with their beliefs. An individual may have positive feelings about reading
a source for intellectual or a leisure pastime, but many may not read very much due
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to personal factors, family factors, school environment and the facilities unavailable in
the rural schools.

Definition of Terms

1 1 Attitude
ttitude is a combination of effective, behavioral and cognitive reactions to an object
(Brecklem, 1984: Rajecki, 1982 in Brehm and Kassim, 1993). Attitude is
•

a positive, negative or mixed affective reaction consisting of our feelings about
an object.

•

a behavioral predisposition, or tendency to act in a certain manner towards an
object

•

cognitive reaction in which our evaluation of an object is based on one beliefs,
images, and long term memories( Judd et.al., 1991

in Brehm and Kassim,

1993).

Attitude has been one of psychological constructs many researchers in various fields

use as a predictor of behavioral outcomes. It is believed that one's attitude influences
one's behavior. In the ESLIEFL context, it is often used to predict the students' English
language and academic achievement. Many researchers have revealed that among other
things, attitudes play considerably significant role as far learning a foreign language is
concerned.
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1.8.2 Reading Motivation

Reading motivation is energizing force that actually causes reading to occur when a

fa orable attitude toward reading exists. Mathewson (1976) as cited in Taylor, et. al
the term" interest' to describe the action orientation that occurs when positive and
motivation are both present. He believes attitudes toward reading by itself do not cause
an individual to read. Interest can becomes a factor that triggers actual reading attitude.

1.8.3 Reading Materials

Printed materials refer to academic materials and non-academic materials. They are like

textbooks, newspapers, magazines or novels. Students' exposure to such materials is
perhaps directly linked to the actual school performance .

.8.4 Rural School Students

tudents who are studying in rural schools in remote areas and geographical isolated

fiom the outside world. These rural students are a set of unique group pf students who
are lack and deprived from the modem learning facilities compare to urban students
o are widely expose to the reading facilities and more excelling in their studies.
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