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ABSTRACT
The significance of learning research methodology and performing research
has been accepted by various medical schools in Malaysia as well as in
other countries. The aim of integrating research into medical curriculum is
to inculcate the research culture and form part of the evidence-based
practice among medical professionals. Hence, the Faculty of Medicine and
Health Sciences, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak has incorporated the research
component into the preclinical year of the medical curriculum. A survey
was conducted to gauge the second year medical students’ level of
knowledge of research process at the end of the course using a set of
questionnaires. Seventy nine of second year medical students participated in
the study. The outcome of the study shows significant improvement in the
students’ knowledge on research components after completing the one year
course (p<.05). Our findings suggest that the course has met its main
objectives to make the students better understand the research processes. It
is recommended that further evaluation should be conducted to refine the
course.
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Introduction
The early exposure to undergraduate research is
considered essential in a modern undergraduate
medical curriculum [1, 3]. The introduction of
research component into the undergraduate
curriculum has been discussed at length in a
variety of disciplines including engineering,
medicine, biology, physiology, neuroscience,
psychology and so forth. There are numerous
benefits for undergraduate students to get
involve in conducting research. It allows students
to better understand published works, enhance
their team-building, explore their research
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interest and learn how to conduct research [2].
The students’ awareness on opportunities to
conduct research and making choices of their
own research skills are essential to entrench a
research culture into undergraduate medical
education [3, 7].
A few studies have stated the importance of
incorporating training in research as part of
medical education. Doing research is essential to
inculcate critical thinking, reasoning skills and to
develop positive attitudes towards scientific
research amongst medical students from the
beginning of their carrier. The studies also show
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