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KUCHING - Universiti
Malaysia Sarawak (UN-
IMAS) has established
the Institute of Design
and Ergonarics Applic-
ation, or in short IDEA,
which will catalyse the
development of design
and ergonomics capabili-
ties to support industry.
In announcing this
yesterday, UNIMAS Vi-
ce-Chancellor Prof Dato
Dr Zawawi Ismail said
the university offered the
best platform for IDEA’s
implementation, given
the available knowledge

specialisms and exper-

tise which could be opti-
mised through specific
R&D activities,

Prof Dato Dr Zawawi
was optimistic that th-
rough quality scientific
research and consultan-

“cy, IDEA could be an

internationally-renow-
ned resource for ergono-
mic design solutions to
global problems and that
tha capability generated
through education and
training imitiatives could
be applied to industries.
According to him,
IDEA aims “ to become a
prime resource centre in
Southeast Asia for resea-
rch, mformatmn and tr-
aining in ergonomics and
design,” adding that its
lestablwhment was time-
%
Prof Dato Dr Zawawi
further clarified;: “ Am-
ong thefactors -whitch
motivate the setting up

of IDEA is Malaysia's

rapid economic growth
which is expected-to gr-
ow much more this year
and in future years.

To sustain such a

formance, we nee

er-
to

. undertake several steps

in enhancing productivi-
ty, competltwn mnova-
tion and creativity in all
sectors of the economy,
especially in manufac-
turing, co;:.structmn and
services.

Against the economic

“~andier

Prof Dato’ Dr Zawawi Ismail

the role of design was
apparent in increasing
industrial competitive-
ness, added Prof Dato Dr

Zawawi, although this

comparative advantage

was seldom realised.
~He also said: “ The

relationship between. in-

‘dustrial design practices

well unﬁeretood by miany
although both are inex-
tricably linked in gener-

ating designs whicl me- -

et user requirements.” .
IDEA will be working
closely with the relevant
faculties and rasearch
institutes in tke unive.-
sity and also with out-
side organisations. The
institute will cffer acade-

mic programmes and

professional training on
industrial design and
ergonomics, in addition
to conducting R&D activ-
ities.

onomice“isg ‘not Irengthen networking wi-

" cluded Memoranda of

IDEA will also offer
consultancy services to
local vendors through
the transfer of technolo-
gy activities, particularly |
in user-system interface
design, and the provision
of ergonomics interven-
tion programmes.

In its effort to st-

th overseas institutions
in the field of de-sign

and ergonomics, UNI- |
~MAS has already con- |

Understanding with Er-
gonomics and HCI Unit
of the University of Lon-
don, and with the Divis-
ion of Industrial Ergo-

- nomics, Linkoping Ins-
titute of Technology, Sw-
eden,

IDEA will also be ap-
pointing ergonomics and
design experts on its In-
ternational Advisory Pa- |

nel. I




