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ABSTRACT

Relationships between Personal Religiosity and Academic Achievement among
Sarawakian Muslim Secondary School Students

NOR HAZIRAH BINTI HUSSIN

Personal religiosity is one’s personal quality of being religious. This research investigated
the relationship between personal religiosity and academic achievement among secondary
school Muslim students. In this study, personal religiosity comprised of religious belief,
public religious practice and private religious practice. This study was conducted using a
a quantitative correlational research design. The sample in this study consisted of 306
Form Four Muslim students from four secondary schools in Marudi, Miri and Bintulu
Divisions, Sarawak. The data was collected using a questionnaire with items having 5-
point Likert Scale responses. Pearson Moment Correlation analyses were conducted to
determine the relationships between components of personal religiosity and academic
achievement while the Multiple Linear Regression analysis was used to determine the
most dominant component in personal religiosity affecting academic achievement. The
findings of this study showed that there was a positive but very weak relationship
between religious belief and academic achievement, and between private religious
practice and academic achievement. However, there was no relationship between public
religious practice and academic achievement. Only 12.2% of academic achievement was
predicted by religious belief, public religious practice and private religious practice, and
the strongest predictor was private religious practice followed by religious belief and
public religious practice. Based on this research’s finding, religiosity was one of many
important factors to consider in increasing academic achievement among students. Thus,
in addition to focussing on academic-based strategies to enhance students’ academic
achievement, focus should also be given to improving the level of religiosity among
students.
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ABSTRAK

Hubungan antara Keagamaan Peribadi dan Pencapaian Akademik di Kalangan Pelajar
Islam Sekolah Menengah di Sarawak

NOR HAZIRAH BINTI HUSSIN

Keagamaan peribadi adalah kualiti keagamaan peribadi seseorang. Kajian ini mengkaji
hubungan antara keagamaan peribadi dan pencapaian akademik di kalangan pelajar
Islam sekolah menengah. Dalam kajian ini, keagamaan peribadi merangkumi
kepercayaan agama, amalan keagamaan umum dan amalan keagamaan khusus. Kajian
ini dijalankan dengan menggunakan reka bentuk kajian kuantitatif korelasi. Sampel
kajian terdiri daripada 306 orang pelajar Islam tingkatan empat dari empat buah sekolah
menengah di Bahagian Marudi, Bintulu, dan Miri, Sarawak. Data dikumpul dengan
menggunakan borang soal selidik dengan item yang mempunyai pilihan 5-skala Likert.
Analisis Pearson Moment Correlation dijalankan untuk menentukan hubungan antara
keagamaan peribadi dan pencapaian akademik manakala wjian Multiple Linear
Regression digunakan untuk menentukan komponen yang paling dominan dalam
keagamaan peribadi yang mempengaruhi pencapaian akademik. Dapatan kajian
menunjukkan terdapat hubungan yang positif tetapi lemah antara kepercayaan
keagamaan dan pencapaian akademik, dan antara amalan keagamaan khusus dan
pencapaian akademik. Walau bagaimanapun, tidak ada hubungan yang signifikan antara
amalan keagamaan umum dan pencapaian akademik. Hanya 12.2% daripada
pencapaian akademik dapat diramal oleh kepercayaan agama, amalan keagamaan umum
dan amalan keagamaan khusus, dan peramal terbaik adalah amalan keagamaan khusus
diikuti oleh kepercayaan agama dan amalan keagamaan umum. Berdasarkan dapatan
kajian ini, keagamaan adalah salah satu aspek penting dalam meningkatkan pencapaian
akademik di kalangan pelajar. Oleh itu, disamping memberi perhatian kepada strategi
berasaskan akademik dalam meningkatkan pencapaian pelajar, tumpuan juga harus
diberikan kepada usaha meningkatkan tahap keagamaan di kalangan pelajar.
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