
ABSTRACT 


The Than have changed because they desired an improvement in their living, economic 

status and not to be left out in the modernizing society in Sarawak. In the process, the 

Than have to sacrifice many aspects of their traditional living values. This study is about 

the perception of the Than community in Nanga Mejong, Skrang on the topic of the 

relationship between culture and development. It was done using qualitative research 

methods. The methods include in-depth interview with the tuai rumah, focus group 

interviews and fieldwork participations. The focus groups interviews consist of three 

different groups; the men's group (the longhouse's committee), the women's group and 

the youth's group This study has shown that there was a conflict between the young and 

elderly respondents pertaining the issue of development. The elderly perceive that 

development brought positive impact in term of socio-economic but otherwise in term of 

socio-culture. The young respondents otherwise are very comfortable with the ideas of 

development. Another issue arise was the conflict between the Than traditional practices 

and Christianity. Some of the respondents especially the elderly fear that if their children 

embrace Christianity, they would not remember and consequently abandon the traditional 

customs, religion and the old 'adat' of the Ibans. From the study, today's youth are 

exposed to all sorts of culture, especially the western ones. If today' s youth do not inherit 

these priceless skills from their present older generations, the Than culture will be at strike 

in the near future so will the existence of their identities and race. Therefore, with respect 

to Than culture there is a need to carry out an in-depth research, collation and 

documentation of Than culture. This is to ensure that the Than culture will remain alive 

through the process of development. 
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ABSTRAKS 

Dalam mengejar impian untuk menikmati kehidupan yang sempuma, masyarakat Than 

terpaksa mengorbankan beberapa aspek budaya mereka agar tidak ketinggalan di dalam 

mengejar arus modenisasi. Kajian ini adalah mengenai persepsi komuniti Than di Nanga 

Mejong, Skrang berkenaan dengan hubungkait antara budaya dan pembangunan. Kajian 

ini dijalankan dengan menggunakan kaedah kualitatif. Antara kaedah yang digunakan 

adalah seperti 'in-depth interviews' dengan tuai rumah, 'focus group interview' dan 

penglibatan secara kajian lapangan. 'Focus group interviews ' me lib atkan tiga kumpulan 

iaitu kumpulan lelaki (terdiri daripada AJK rumah panjang), kumpulan wanita dan juga 

kumpulan remaja. Daripada kajian ini, didapati wujudnya konflik di antara responden 

muda dan tua dari aspek pembangunan. Bagi responden tua, mereka mengatakan 

pembangunan membawa kesan positif dari segi sosio-ekonomi tetapi sebaliknya dari segi 

sosio-budaya. Walaubagaimanpun, bagi responden remaja, ide atau konsep pembangunan 

dilihat sebagai suatu prospek yang positif. Selain itu, wujudnya konflik yang berkaitan 

dengan amalan tradisi masyarakat Than dengan agama Kristian. Sesetengah responden 

menyuarakan kebimbangan sekiranya, anak mereka menganuti agama Kristian, mereka 

akan lupa dengan budaya dan tradisi lama serta adat masyarakat Than. Oleh yang 

demikian, untuk memastikan budaya masyarakat Than kekal untuk generasi akan datang, 

beberapa langkah tegas harus dijalankan. Antaranya termasuk in-depth research, 

penyusunan dan mendokumantasikan informasi berkenaan dengan budaya masyarakat 

Than. 
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