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UNIMAS, Japanese varsity and firm ink MoU 
BY EMY LINDSAY 

KIICIIIN(i: A: n i ivc investment 
worth I(M30 billion has been allo- 
cated by the government to gen- 
erate 200,000 skilled workforce 
to meet the needs of the Sarawak 
Corridor of Renewable Energy 
(SCORN) by 2015. 

This was disclosed by Assistant 
Minister of Technical Education, 
Datu Len Talif Ilaji Salleh to 
reporters during the signing 
ceremony of a Memorandum of 

Understanding (Moll) between 
Universiti %Ialavsia Sarawa 
(UNIMAS) and the University 
of Yamaguchi and lbkuyama 
Corporation, Japan at IINIMAS 
at Kota Samarahan near here 
yesterday. 

This investment includes 

undertaking from foreign com- 
panies to build 14 plants in the 
SCORE region between Tanjung 
Manis and Rintulu. The foreign 

companies are from Japan, Korea, 
India and China. 

""flit agreenuont today is a con- 
tinuation of understanding that 
we have agreed upon between 
companies Irom japan, where 
UNIMAS students can acquire 
more skills From job opportunities 
available in SCURF. Upon gradua- 
tion, they can work with Japanese 
factories operating in the SCORE 
region, " Len pointed out. 

Ile also said that 'I'okuyama 
Corporation which will be operat- 
ing in Bintulu will train UNIMAS 
students who major in technical 

energy to work in their companies 
and upon graduation would be 
employed. 

Len added that by 2015, there 
will be more giant companies 
wanting to set up plants in SCORE 
Which will certainly provide more 
employment opportunities for the 
locals. 

"Sarawak has always been the 
choice for foreign investors due 
to political and economic stabil- 
ity in our state. In addition, these 
foreign companies are very inter- 

ested in affordable prices and 
cheap renewable energy sources 
that we can offer, " he said. 

ANIMAS Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Wink Dr Khairuddin 
Abdul llamid lauded the effort 
by both parties to sign the memo- 
randum of understanding (MoU) 
because it will help 11NIMAS to 
produce more skilled technical 
workforce to meet demands in 
SCORE. 

"We welcome this cooperation 
because it provides many benefits 

to us such as undertaking joint 
research, information sharing, 
exchange of students and aca- 
demic staff as well as cooperation 
in various projects, " he said. 

Also present at the ceremo- 
ny were Advisor to Takuyama 
Corporation Professor Seiichi 
Shiraga, Vice President of 
Yamaguchi University Professor 
Hiroshi Matsuda and Director 

of International Relations of 
Yamaguchi University Professor 
I)r Toshinubo Pukuva. 


