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Abstract

This paper examines the study of Malay mythical characters in reflecting attitudes. The study of mythical characters
is carried out in various languages and nations around the world. This mythical character is considered by traditional
society as something that really happened in the past. Myths are also said to be ancient stories that are considered true,
especially those that contain elements of concepts or beliefs about the early history of the existence of tribes and
natural events. Among the forms of Malay mythic character studies that are often examined from a pragmatic
perspective include positive attitudes (hardworking, obeying orders, defending rights, keeping promises) and negative
attitudes (stupidity, deception, fights, bad luck). Therefore, the collection of past studies on the attitudes of Malay
mythical characters from a pragmatic point of view needs to be examined more systematically. This collection of more
organized studies uses a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) methodology which is based on certain criteria in the
PRISMA protocol for the selection of articles involving four large databases, namely Scopus, Science Direct, Web of
Science, and Google Scholar. A total of 14 articles were selected and eligible for the study findings. The purpose of
the selected article is to find that the Malay mythic characters studied in Malaysia are Pak Pandir, Pak Kaduk, Mak
Andak, Mak Si Randang, Si Dagang, Si Luncai, Puteri Santubung and Puteri Sejinjang, Mat Jenin, Puteri Gunung
Ledang, and Badang. Data sources selected from previous studies are various types of Malay mythical characters. The
pragmatic perspective in this SLR describes the latest pragmatic studies, which can be developed more widely as a
variation of language studies that should be studied in depth by future researchers.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Character is a trait (of a person) outwardly and inwardly that includes character, habits, behavior,
soul and thoughts (Kamus Dewan Edisi Keempat, 2016). A character is an individual self-
representative in a narrative or dramatic art such as novels, plays and films (Baldick, 2001;
Trumble & Stevenson, 2003; Childs & Fowler, 2006). Usually, there are two types of characters
that are highlighted in a narrative, namely the main character and the side character. Each of these
characters has its own role to play in a story (Ismail et al., 2023).
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