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The Large Flying
Fox: A threatened
keystone species
Juyersian Mohd Anan

Thetie e twia spiechss of Mying foses that oooa

i Boimeo, nasncly the Lange: Flying Fo {Preropas
v ) i thie salles Eland Pying Fox

P hppesrekorus | Thi Large Flyieg Foas s
distritvned thioughow mmaach of Southeast Asia,
ranging, Troim sousthern Myanniar, indochin,
Bruned, Mok, Indoresia wthe Philippines. in
Bamen, the subspecies represonted i P wimpns
et It tha Rarpest at i thi waorkd aind wes
e distribanesd widely' on the: dland, lomnery
oo iTing Chorcuighout Sk, bt s ity has
b P since: the ke 1880, Reports of
thie spoces are: Trom Patck Elhind, Sarang, Loagan
B, Malocdim, Sedilu and LnEci.
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Appearance

The: Large Fying Fost has shor sheek fur s hoad
s usasailly roddih bilack and Decomis: ol
s borwer Back is dark with 3 wingsnan that can
reach iip 1 15 m.

The: Lastipe: Flving [Foos fraranges expypacturnistically on
ruies, shoaots, buds, fhower nisOar ad pollen.
Thies ieediundizs comneroially Cultivatsd fnats, such
ah Banana [Muss sp), Rt (Nephedfism
Iopaciesn], Mangn (Mgl india), Largsat
1mmﬂmmm
ruies. Thary hass: s b i

Mangros: spicis, have ako bien dooumeied
i s et Lk other Pruit bats, Mying foees play
& critical e in seod disperal and pollinathon.

In Soitheast &sia, nait Bats, hase b well
dumiEted af critical pollinatos of the
anceroarecally important Durian |Devio ribothivus)
anud of Petai |Pavihr speciosal, an industry
worth millioes of Ringgis 1o he eoonomas of
LTS hecated i Bormeea.

Habits
Flying fosass e in colonies, some estimated to
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S0, Al TS of 5 S

risl: e T 10000 individeials. Thisy fomm s
Erar s dary' TO0sE o Droes, willh groups b
i ding 100 ieedividias i a single o in the

WY = Malvgmian Matursie

ey s seamp fores. Sometines, thise
POl afeas anc iy when individusl baes brasd
Tor a tavousred spot on the tren. Hrq'nfﬂﬁc
STiNg e are in uninhabined

Temone, inaccessible with impenetratse i,
T escathon o these: codonies in Sarawak
remiain pooiy keown dise 1o their Treguent
umalmhrmmunmwusm

Pricr to taking off, they swird arcused the roast
tof several mimenies. These glant bats arne aso
imiwn 1o hide thiugh water suraces to drink
i thebiy quickly dimby wp i Might. Ther Might
gt increas as they ane further From the
sl Thiy i Lol sedn during carly
imarnings in fght retusming b ghwdr rocst. Ther
Mights ane nommally sBent, But whon several

resubting in Bommeos Lange Flying Foses boing
pooiy studied. Thiy are knows T e in
EEETER Dreis: such as Durdo spp., Pokiquims spa.
ALTONAS Spp. SO Spp., Bruqniend sgp. i
Sonterarid . Actie: in the cvenings through
thi rigghit, Thyirg Toema=s beawe thain shocing foost
during sunset, almos in a singhe kng Be.

il vy 'amhunummﬂmmm
iy bar i dividuski for territorny,
mmwmmmm
ndivaduals hawe ben recondied Trave fing wo co
50 ko Frov dheedr roost oo forge i dignenocarp
Tonests, FETUITENG 10 To0sl i Mmangrove and
wwanp Porests. Satedlite- vacking of Lanie Flying
Fussiess i Pearinsidar Malaysia has shown that the

Spatie s Cah Porage oo distances of wp to 53 lom
i e g

IFignars 2= A L Flying Fom b seos mtuesing 52 s st aacly s the marnisg. They see knows o travel distsnon s b 55 ks
duiby, to frorage 30 s e sbifity b Sapens ueede snd pofisss Rowen. @Sadiarsman

Thareats to the species

Thes: |5 dwbedianend: that th Larpe Flying Foees
Crgeks inte rmational bonders, with knowns reconds
b Brumci - Malaysia and Ind
mw.mm:mmﬂnﬁ
Treguent thyer, Malaysia nionds to be encouraged

oy fatify thae Bonn Comntion (The Comvention
o thi Domcervation of Migratory Spoces of
Wil Andmads).

s it piosiding Cruscial eooeystom wereioes,
Such a5 wived disperaal and gollination,
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populations of fying fases ane on the decrease
due to evuitiphe snchropogenic threats. These
cobonial e rooers Tace thieats such i
Teuvting, confct with Fruit growers, and
larg sl habitat ks Sue T ComwsTsion o
minoculure and apsacsivan. ik Bomen, the
Large Flying Fos is being hunted and traded
ko delicacy ard Bor s pencived medicinal
qualithes, partcslarly as remedy Tor a warieny of
A ared i inedbuding asthena, bdney
- [ ioaical prebl
Decaskmally they are sold at weekend makets,
with s nany asen i 15 individuals oo single
e, with prices ranging Troen RMLS 1w 20 per
el I Sarasiak, an sloshodic drink made
vy svaihng o infant Lange Flying Fos in Aagiay
| particslarty potent, ooy Drewed rice spirt]
o8 & tew works i supposedly an et o
tor asthena i congumied daily. Klamdc dictany
restrictir forbhds Muskms from Consuming
bats. Hoswseser, some claim an esception il
CONSUMpEcn b done with thi: intent of curing
Inesses, raches than a5 a delicery. & sich,
« Yo Besalth e i
el driver of trade of Langs: Flying Foses in
Bomeo. There i an wgent need 1o address this
bt e practice, by ComedUCTing Coaniranity’
outreach and education for miEdng awareness,
aird Gilsa BO I d
Fhrabigi=s that kesverage on socal peychology
cheis Por

change.

Mary loc comimunities in Bormed alio Bolices
et thei: Large Flying Fos i & post as i liads
on the Durian Mowers and other commercially
cuhtivaned fruits, Such a5 Rambutan and Pulasan
|Mepheium mutebile]. This has bed to ther
[PEeSRCURNY i Pt crop paits. Largs: Fiying
Foses actually prowide a Critical eoosgsiem
Srvion as thy disperse seods. Their abelitg

Ty cower Rarge ancas dadly suggests thiy offer

T spaschiss b5 weded Shandlicant thieat and
its hoggally protectied throughout its reege

Barns. Flying Foees are a protected spedies

in Sarawak under Section 292} of the Sarawak
Wild Lite: Ovdinance 138 Anwsore: wha comimit:
an offence related to the sgecies (hunts,
Capaunes, Sells or inpoosession], and i found
iy, an face ingrisonment for ane year and
& fine of RMEDDO0. Howewer, wieder Socton
ALY, whe epslation also alkoes Thying Poocs o
b eradicanesd thiough kethal methods o protec
roge and propeity.

Similarty it i also protected i Sabah under
Wildbfe: Conscrasthen Enacenent 1597,
Heowarswsr, it can e hiunibed with o Fnting Boonce
under Soction 2521 Anyons: wiho ConEReIes
s Section & Ralde w0 & Tine of et ess than
RMS0,D00 and w0l mone than RL00000 or

T nprisonment for 3 e B0t kss than she
nvoniths 2end st mnore than Tree vears of T bothe
dax th ghodal bevied, this species B leed a5 Mear
Threatesead by e Inbernational Linson for the
Conseration of Matune [RICN) Red Lt D020,
and reports a decreading pogalation red. The:
Lasrgps: Py, Fos ks listed in che Conwseniisn on
Iternathonal Trade: in Endangennsd Spedes ol
Wild Farna e Flora (CITES] Appeares 1L

Hantigg, halitat hocs, decneasig 1ood resounces
i O Poiaginnd patchats of Lo Plyirg Fuosies
{0 Bormeieo msay hawe restricned this spocies

T smaller habitas, Oearance of wetkands
habsitars used Tor roosting such a5 peat swamp
aind manErose forest should be considencd &
orickcal theeat towards Myiing o in Bomeo.
5 such, Poplation SUnesys ane oofsidened
Tix b an esseniial initial soep in detomining
MEnapEmeil and proteciee isids that can
proside 3 basks for arbitrating the success of
N T Erog e, Thi distributionsd
lindoormmation of the Spesdies ane patdyg, with
o recent eoakogical studies conducted on
Sarreak. Understanding how wide ciging
ainimiaks, such o chi: Mying Tom, wtiline landscapes
it overlap sith hisman s 5 oredal 10
understand patems of human wildlile confiic,
i i e du skl i T
SATatihs.
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Mgure 1: Decsaiaraly, Lepe Mryng Foses e wol in weskond markets. Theie pricos. im0, [}
Bave medicl GeaperieL 56 o dor aathas. #Ra Sal
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