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Abstract  

Purpose: This study was conducted to gauge the economic evaluation and sample distribution of conserving the Belum Royal State 

Park (BRSP) in Perak, Malaysia and to identify factors influencing its use by the community. This study aims to examine community 

perception on the conservation of the Belum Royal State Park (BRSP) and maximum community’s willingness to pay for park entry 

permits fees. Research design, data and methodology: A questionnaire survey was conducted involving a total of 280 respondents. 

The study adopted the Dichotomous Choice Contingent Valuation Approach (DC-CVM) and the Logistic Model, to estimate the 

maximum community’s willingness to pay for park entry permits fees. Results: The results established that the factors of respondent’s 

occupation, income, ecotourism influence on the BRSP and maximum entry price, significantly influenced visitors’ decision on 

community’s willingness to pay. The average community’s willingness to pay was RM9.68 per person. Conclusions: In conclusion, 

surveillance and patrols in protected areas should be expanded. The extra expense for ensuring safety can be offset through income from 

ecotourism that should also benefit the local community on economic evaluation and equal distribution on the BRSP.   
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1. Introduction  1 
 

The number of national and international tourists is 

increasing and some countries worldwide are promoting 
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local tourism to their advantages. Tourism has played a 

significant economic role in emerging and developing 

countries, contributing more foreign currencies than 

conventional primary product exports (Lee & Syah, 2018; 
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