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. ﬁN.} ntlze Eeﬂé\?ﬁf bezrer por{ends Ieammg”xhan a qges&zoh an ngg,n %he m':' d@ -

; . gf@cﬁan scho@s
hmaesw Q”uesn(ms shﬁufd t% &ddre's”ﬁeci d@[ﬁnmtlca%y&lfgit is wrong to ask Qu@t%ns, :
tﬁen the q%aesimner will wentuaﬂy stop asking qués ons a@dmﬁ woglc%tl%&t leagus:

Imrf not talkmg abnutguestions tﬁatarecymcaf Lkﬁaboﬁt uestmns that gege&té‘n i
j 1c:1e%, questions that seek to clarify issues, {;lﬁ&sfloqs that lea to discovery leasgnmgﬁhn% .

_questions that pz;ubc the ‘mind, our own minds, and our own mgngal«iﬁbﬁ

askmg is important for sense making about the world aroundus. .
A recent speech ( The Star, ch;ember 10 2005 on Educq;e@x &’ys*:em Rgfw”) made by

. @i!r““PrlgmMmﬁter indirectly shegs&i the importance >of question as"kmg,QH@ men d
- thatareyolution in teaching and learning ﬁxe%hogs w& r?éc%my@;c%

‘of students so that they would l:fe encgu&g% 1 k cre tg.
_ a dxscavery—oru:m:;ed outlook. - . .
' T‘I:us basically means th@teducator§ a%;d parents al%st advogt% n‘wre qu%t
amoag our students; There is subst: _'_«tw%l ; i

giovvever, mgaractice, th@' use éf qu ¢

: an%y e%chgr% eg@é&ercmgo‘@.

gon;roé %hus dlscg;uragmg student q‘gcsmom%“ ther constraints sﬁc% a@g Wﬁh% ;
Wlbﬁ, §t1§§ieegts pgssévg;y, peer p @@ﬁﬁu jal bar ede
question asking (e.g.: Dﬂi&o% 1988, @ra&s@r en,

to @ndﬁumge question askmggm% claqﬂ'o%n% nd at home . .

L Dillon ’s (1988) research on qugstmnaskmg found thatat aélﬁonalcl@sﬁoamtea
asks,Sﬁ per cent of the questions at an avel!ag*é of 69 :gm%ns peghauﬁ 'I‘he&@ q;.mtmm
~ were usually short-answer questions as compmfea to. lgng answer qué%uons wh
geqmre@ more thoughtful reasoning prég_ess e

A traditional teacher cemfmnly initiates the u&;tﬁrres in':»anmlmt Res”boﬁse-
“ ai\uanon cycle (Cazden, 19§6, Lemke,; 199(§), __whex& a teac_ v asks a qugswm a

atements or Questlor&, ffarhlscs thegt‘adi
_ contr utwns, and ens:oura"ges studant% who. challenge the teacher’s ideas.




. Rather than to answer the questions immediately, %heggmher should tos, ¢@aq1§
back to the other students. The teacher should also probe more: for axa’inplema why”

a btud&nf*thmk& that is the %nswez or ask “how d{) you know?”‘%or “can %wu ei,gb%mte n

g;ra“rer -db1ail?” The purpose of these ﬁeﬂe tive questions is t& ) get the stadé‘h to think
tough their own thinking more &eep ly.

To enable. more question asking in_ sféd@n m-, edwcé*m par ts .m

- eacauragc*‘meanmgﬁﬁ and specific. qﬂeétlogs“* Iftiugﬂ%rg and ?salt_e_m@ ’must @tfév% to

_begome thegmde by zhe side rather th@ the . sageon theyafge slwﬁr becau we ck)f%’ t
?lave all the answers that are asked ofus and&é”“co &aﬁoms &ft ﬁ are@

from various reliable sources such as &é"hggra , dictionari enqgc%pe.zcll@ssg

One da}y,mhﬂe my 13- yeamo?ﬂ ’é;m%h& Wasxg&xxmglﬁ ron@c? ﬁae @I@vm&a set
: “Josh, did ygu%sft aay‘?ﬂuesmm m c@s@

watching his. favourlta nfow .
'_today3 ” He ansvwgred in his now - husky pu@r’%{v voice, “No.®

T was quite sur;ws&d ‘because fle asks lots of ¢ &u tions at@%ﬁé @ 't
_ you? ﬁld you u’ﬁdc;s{ana ever?thlngwthﬁiats%h r %a%lf;; you?” ngrggl in ?
rrmnt?)syllab;c manngx, ¥ﬁo, = ' -
@y?maomﬁ% t& ¢

sV ify w
or wha% y()u dﬁmt undersxand m@eﬁmtgh@a% gcmrf cacher b

aches ynu %ﬁsmﬁth@g@
Ques“t'o axk g 1s very 1mp@rfant§ If there is anything at al&tf%t' ' ﬁont

i * bow Eidthe. \%éhr brothers build the first airplane if they didn’t ask '@e@
- important questions about the possibility ¢ of ma%kmd flying mgh&kg? And how did we
gevczﬁneraq(g@n our handphones if mb@dy asked whgt&r it was possible to cg:tgr%

i phutpgmphs an"‘;)ur handphonggp"’” I e@pﬁa sed, %‘ymggé‘éconv‘ j__ Jos a%out thee‘&

“byt the sade b? attenqatﬁlg to look fgr %n?weéh m?h 339& éh'

because if [you don’t tbewaﬂ I get the answers from theiry

ildren may also construct their knowledge through v what they see éen“megl&

i

ch

. m&y”’be mc@ngruent mth you? values A the ﬁ:edla»zyaiues may*not be r@gu}at@ or

\ I‘lﬁéd L e

My tﬁ’othery Who is tqgld%of askmﬁqucstwrﬁ Just tae re!uax_ 1-m§=r entlga&edn@
these questions: “Do you know what is AIDS?,” “Do you know what is a condom?,”
“Do people die in their sleep?,” “What if God takes me ‘ﬁway wlﬁle Tam %e@pmg? 2
- “What is a brain gumoﬁr’” just to [gemlfm afew! . .

L

It is easy to switch on the defensive thinking cap agdzsto’ Esg I ﬁe .

S er aske
qu%tl@ns ‘when I was little, s s0 “@fare you &kmg ghese gu%aﬁons”%of‘ “Thatisa
qﬁes&mn, don’ ttalk abogt it” or “Just co

@f questx@ns* It sa wﬁste of mﬁe‘”

_ taboo
your: ud%es""DQu‘%agfc t@% ty‘pe@.

lives in their sleep, my answer was this: “Well, Iosh
his sleep? He died in his sleep peacefully on a%mdgy
 before they die gue»{o“’tangemﬁd other fé_ ds of ﬁck@eﬁs
_gwﬁ‘ef much “?’her%c@mpar@d to fhosg peugleg’% '
fi-thf: pgoé‘es 3 g :
exam tosit for and there a are still so. man% t aven’t done!” Gulp! Yes, saw
osh’s point. I c.,huckied because ri ght before me was a’%zoﬁn@n'wn@ a BIG question.
A brilliant qﬁestlon about life. I finally §a@g “Just commit your life to. G%«)(f , 0 M
God will take care of you. I love you. Now go to ﬁeep It -yombé”ﬂ o

u éh@(ﬁlﬁte%);gs

If ygu“ev'ér get fng %u&stmns fromy fiﬁr %u %s,@::hrld &rﬁec
0 mstﬂl in :m
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