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Abstract 
Sarawak's economic sector relies on tourism as a stimulant. This research evaluated the 
potential of a new tourist destination in Sarawak, particularly in a region involved in the 
construction of the Pan-Borneo highway. The research was carried out as a pioneering 
research focus at Kampung Telok Melano, Sematan, which is the starting point for the Pan-
Borneo highway project in Sarawak's southwest. The selection of Kampung Telok Melano as 
the study's location is notable since this region has been featured in a tourist program 
(homestay) since 1996, governed by Malaysia's Fisheries Development Authority. However, 
due to a lack of adequate road access as well as basic amenities, Kampung Telok Melano only 
attracts a small number of visitors from both within and outside the nation. As a result, the 
impact of the Sematan-Telok Melano Pan-Borneo highway on the local population was 
examined in this study. This is a qualitative study that incorporated both library and field 
research. This research extensively reviewed and discussed all the data acquired through 
recorded conversations, interviews, and observations. According to the findings, Kampung 
Telok Melano has the potential to become a major tourist destination in Sarawak once the 
Pan-Borneo highway is completed. This research also revealed that the development of the 
Pan-Borneo highway improved infrastructure, raised living standards, and offered a source of 
income for its inhabitants. A quantitative study for additional research must be conducted in 
the near future to find the actual impact of the Pan-Borneo highway project on Sarawak's 
tourist sector and local population. 
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Introduction 
Kampung Telok Melano is a fishing village on the edge of Sarawak's southwest region. On Map 
1, the location of Kampung Telok Melano and its neighboring village, Desa Temajuk, in 
Indonesia is shown. Prior to the opening of the Sematan-Telok Melano Pan-Borneo highway 
on January 26, 2019, this hamlet could only be reached by boat from the Sematan jetty. 
Because of the tremendous tides and waves that are perilous for small boats, this location 
will be cut off from the outside world during the rainy season, which ranges from October to 
February. If the villagers of Kampung Telok Melano had to travel to Sematan, they would 

 


