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Abstract: The past few years have witnessed a growing acceptance and inclusion afforded to 

members of the LGBT communities by Malaysian society. However, much more needs to be known 

about the degree of acceptance and inclusion as demonstrated by the various segments of society. 

The present study examined this knowledge gap by exploring the discrepant views of LGBT and 

non-LGBT individuals on societal receptivity towards the LGBT phenomenon in present-day 

Malaysia. The findings revealed that the participants held different views about the phenomenon 

ranging from accepting and rejecting LGBT for several reasons including religion, gender roles, 

and norms, cultural practices, and values of ethnic groups. The findings also revealed that 

individual differences and cultural influences altered the conditions of or for the participants' 

views about the phenomenon, which in turn influenced them to either accept or reject LGBT. The 

findings suggest the need to consider the various segments of Malaysian society who may have 

differing views and expectations about the LGBT phenomenon to better understand the changing 

realities affecting the lives of their fellow LGBT members.   
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1. Introduction 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) individuals form part of the larger Malaysian 

society. However, these individuals often find it difficult to identify themselves as LGBT in a 

country where non-normative genders and sexualities are subject to legal and social condemnation 

(Ismail, 2001; Khartini, 2005; Teh, 2008). Numerous studies have shown that Malay Muslim 

LGBTs often experience difficulty in developing their sense of self that contravene Islamic beliefs 

and practices relating to gender and sexuality (Shanon Shah, 2018, Ani Amelia & Zaleha, 2017). 

The Malaysian law enforcement authorities in recent years have become more stringent in their 

approach to treating LGBT through various laws and regulations that not only have dire 

consequences on LGBTs’ lives and livelihood but also their sense of self and feelings of 

attachment to the country (Jerome, 2019).   

 

  


