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ABSTRACT:

Introduction: Medical students build their clinical knowledge from previously obtained basic medical scienee
knowledge during the pre-clinical year. The pre-clinical performances have some predictive value in the clinical
discipline. Basic Medical Science (BMS) taught in pre-clinieal years also supported the developement of clinical
reasoning skills and eritical analysis of medical intervention. This study explosed the preference, sttiude and
perception toward BMS subjects among the pre-clinical medical students, Materials and methods: An
institution-based cross-sectional study was conducied among 189 pre-clinical students in a public university in
East Malaysia by using the ninc-scale statements questionnaires by West and co-workers. An independent
sarnple Htest, one-way ANOVA, Pearson correlation and simple linear regression were used to analyze the data.
Results: Among 10 BMS subjects, anatomy (29.1%) is the most preferred, followed by pathology (24.9%)
Subject preference is influenced by the interesting curviculum with the highest frequency of 100%, followed by
clinically useful {75.0%). The majority of students found poor atiitude and perception in some fiems, There & no
significant difference in attitde and perception ioward BMS subjects between Year | and Year 2 students, male
and ferale, different pre-university programs, students with scholasship and self-fimance, and having family
mizmbers in the medical field and those without. Conclusions and recommendation: Different teaching styles of
medical faculty along with coordination with clinical departments may help the students to be more interested in
learning medical education. Further study on the teaching tzchnigues that sid in positive sitiude and perception
of pre-clinical students should be done.
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