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4 Moving forward

Understanding the adjustme,q
domestic violence SUIVivors o Of
. ~ é \ )
perspective of family COungc”inn) the
: 8

Melati Sumart, Nor Hasnig)y Ihyay,;
Farbana Baharudin "y ang | din;

Domestic violence occurs in many countries around the world
health and human rights issue with dcvastating conschCnCC';)rS in /
domestic violence have continued to rise at an alarming ratL; ((ta U‘S““ Fegardp,
2015), with an estimate of 1 in 3 women affected worldwiél??;)&‘”w;:
World Health Organization [WHO], 2000). Domestjc S Va‘m, 203
a significant problem for women in the U.S., with 16% of al] Violcm(z g
33% of violent offences against women reported in 2006-2007 rcsu]g:c;;;:
domestic violence (Baly, 2010). In the U.S., based on findings PUb“Shcdgb','
Saving Grace Report (2011), the Federal Bureau of Investigation estimates :,‘;_‘;:
violence will happen to 1 out of every 2 women in their lifetime.

In Malaysia, Abdullah, Raj-Hashim, and Schmit (1995) found that almost %
of Malaysian women reported being abused by their partners, which indicates tx
intensity of the issue. The authors conducted in-depth interviews with 1,221 in
viduals aged 15 years old in 1990, 60 battered women in 1990-1991, 77 po:
officers, hospital staff, civil servants, and Muslim legal agency personnc ©
1990-1992. The authors also analysed 38 cases from the Women’s Aid Ofi.ﬂr‘
tion (WAO). Their findings indicated a high level of physical abuse of \vom:;
husbands and boyfriends in Malaysia. Physical injuries which.thc 1*;0me“ ::55 ”
included bruises and swelling (50%), cuts (8%), head injuries (%) 20
fractures (3%), and miscarriages (3%). In addition, Surant, I,\OrrZimrccc »
Man (2017) reported on a sample comprising 12 women i ‘;chisions to I
five who were waiting for divorce proceedings regarding gt which P
their violent relationships. Their findings revealed five [hcmfiscnrs rul
why abused women sought a divorce, including .thc r’csp“):“h e, foif @ a
pomnt of ultimatum, being concerned for their children {S. ,:)m. suppO™t
secking financial independence, and having pre and post-dn

and jg , %
ity

“
J

¢ a ot “‘h"\‘
mm Mahynanc Royal Police Department (2017) rcv'calc(‘;l‘:)‘fgol" lhf ot
i violence cases towards women were l‘Cportcd x.n 2 Jscd w 664 \1 &
v  that reported domestic violence €ases had n'ncrc"" the A" o
from 3488 in 2013 0 5,796 in 2016. When considennb © . 1ot

proups, Malays had 33,301 cases reported, followe

d by [ndians {




