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Abstract 
Previous literature investigated various conceptual metaphor themes in the Quran, but it did not 
linguistically analyze the relationship between the Arabic roots and conceptual metaphor. This paper 
has applied lexical concept and cognitive model theory (LCCM) to linguistically analyze the relationship 
between the Arabic roots and the conceptual metaphors. Data has been extracted through the technique 
of topical words and phrases, and metaphor identification procedure (MIP) has been employed for 
metaphors identification in the themes of rewards and punishments in the Quran. The analysis of 129 
linguistic instantiations of 33 conceptual metaphors in three major source domains shows that the roots 
in the Arabic language are equivalent to primary cognitive models in LCCM theory. Conceptual 
metaphors reside at the level of roots or primary cognitive models in the most metaphoric expressions 
because lexical items directly access the primary cognitive model for semantic argument. However, the 
findings also deviate from the LCCM theory, and show that conceptual metaphors do not map the 
primary cognitive models in metonymic linguistic expressions and novel metaphors, but rather, they are 
identified after a thorough linguistic analysis. It shows that the semantic distance between source and 
target domain in conventional metaphors is less than the semantic distance in novel metaphors and 
metonymies. This paper recommends further studies on the relationship between the Arabic roots and the 
conceptual metaphor for drawing more cognitive semantic insights in metaphoric expressions. 
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Introduction: 
Previous literature has greatly focused on rhetorical and aesthetic aspects of metaphors in 

the Quran (al-Jurjani, 2000; Qutb, 1997, 2004). However, Al-Zamakhsharī (1987) 
emphasized the importance of cognitive semantic study of metaphors in the Quran in his 
discussion over the verse (Quran 13:35). Asad (1984) revived the cognitive semantic 
approach to the study of Quran, and held that imagery from the mundane life is taken to 
make the audience understand the unseen phenomenon of the Hereafter. Modern cognitive 
linguistic theories gave a new impetus to the study of metaphors in all discourses including 
the Quranic discourse. Conceptual metaphor theory (hereafter CMT) innovated the 
concept of metaphor by locating metaphor in thought rather than in language. It holds that 
metaphor is mapping between source domain and target domain in the human conceptual 
system, this metaphoricity generates both language and thought. Human conceptual system 
uses the experiential gestalts, such as space, motion, direction, objects, retrieved through 
sensorimotor neural structures to map the abstract concepts, such as time, life, death, love, 
purposes, importance (Lakoff, 1993, 2008; Lakoff & Johnson, 1980a, 1980b, 1999; Lakoff 
& Turner, 1989). For example, space, across the cultures, serves as source domain for 
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