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Abstract
ARTICLE HISTORY: The stu_dy examin_ed thg ethn_ic identity and other-group
orientation of ethnic Chinese in Malaysia. The data were
Received May 2020 collected from 504 Chinese respondents (252 students, 252
Received in revised form July 2020 parents) using Phinney’s (1992) Multiethnic Identity
Accepted July 2020 Measure. The results showed that the parents had a stronger
Available online September 2020 ethnic identity than their children. For both groups, the

mean scores for affirmation and belonging were the highest
among the four ethnic identity components, and the ethnic
identity achievement mean scores were the lowest. The
results indicate that the Foochow Chinese respondents had a
foreclosed identity, whereby they have made a commitment
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meaning of belonging to their ethnic group. Gender and
Ethnic identity socio-economic background have significant effects on
Ethnic Chinese strength of ethnic identity, but Chinese-medium education is
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not linked to ethnic identity. The findings suggest that the
Chinese are moderating their ethnic identity, but their
positive other-group orientation is far from the level of
cultural adaptation that is required for assimilation.
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