
In recent days, demolition of old buildings in expense of new development is nothing new, especially in 
the city of Kuching as a large number of old buildings with local heritage values have been recklessly 
torn down. Some of these buildings held high historical significance and contributed to the character of 
the city, yet they were not being properly researched, recorded and documented before the eradication. 
Thus, this study intended to investigate the distinctiveness of the traditional Malay dwellings of Sarawak 
in 12 traditional villages that are on the verge of being demolished and resettled to a new residential 
development. The initial stage of the research was done by observing and inventory of five traditional 
houses which possess significant architectural construction methods and ornamentations. Two architecture 
typologies of these houses which is the fanlight and railing, were selected and analyzed by comparing with 
that of the Peninsular Malaysia, in order to determine their similarities and differences. From the analysis, 
it is found that these Malay traditional houses portray relatively similar architectural typologies, but are 
slightly different in terms of the patterns for the railing and the minimal geometrical ornamentation of the 
fanlight. These findings will be used as the basis for the future developments on the research of Sarawak 
traditional Malay dwellings. 
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Figure 1: A traditional Malay dwelling in Kampung Bintawa 
Tengah showing a unique ornamented fanlight above the 

main windows

Figure 2: This house in Kampung Panglima Seman Lama 
possesses distinctive railing design which shows some 

resemblance to Sarawak’s pua kumbu.


