
Webbia. Journal of Plant Taxonomy and Geography 75(1): 105-110, 2020

Firenze University Press 
www.fupress.com/webbia

W
EB

B
IA Journal of Plant 

Taxonomy  
and Geography

ISSN 0083-7792 (print) | ISSN 2169-4060 (online) | DOI: 10.36253/jopt-7945

Citation: Saibeh K. et al. (2020) Stud-
ies on Schismatoglottideae (Araceae) 
of Borneo LXIX: Schismatoglottis 
imbakensis, a new species of the Pat-
entinervia Complex from ultramafic 
rocks, Sabah. Webbia. Journal of 
Plant Taxonomy and Geography 75(1): 
105-110. doi: 10.36253/jopt-7945

Received: January 29, 2020

Accepted: May 5, 2020

Published: June 30, 2020

Copyright: © 2020 Kartini Saibeh, 
Peter C. Boyce, Wong Sin Yeng. This 
is an open access, peer-reviewed arti-
cle published by Firenze University 
Press (http://www.fupress.com/webbia) 
and distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution License, 
which permits unrestricted use, distri-
bution, and reproduction in any medi-
um, provided the original author and 
source are credited.

Data Availability Statement: All rel-
evant data are within the paper and its 
Supporting Information files.

Competing Interests: The Author(s) 
declare(s) no conflict of interest.

Funding: This is part of on-going 
research project grant GKP00010-
ST-2016.

Editor: Thomas B. Croat

Studies on Schismatoglottideae (Araceae) of 
Borneo LXIX: Schismatoglottis imbakensis, a 
new species of the Patentinervia Complex from 
ultramafic rocks, Sabah

Kartini Saibeh1,*, Peter C. Boyce2, Wong Sin Yeng3,4

1 Faculty of Sustainable Agriculture, Universiti Malaysia Sabah, 90509, Sandakan, Sabah, 
Malaysia
2 Department Biologie I, Systematische Botanik und Mykologie, Ludwig-Maximilians-
Universität München, München, Germany
3 Institute of Biodiversity and Environmental Conservation, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak 
94300 Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, Malaysia
4 Harvard University Herbaria, 22 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138, USA
*Corresponding author. E-mail: k_saibeh@ums.edu.my

Abstract. Schismatoglottis imbakensis is described as a new species of the Schismato-
glottis Patentinervia Clade from forested ultramafic rocks, and compared with S. retin-
ervia Furtado, the only the species for the clade yet described from Sabah. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Schismatoglottis Patentinervia Clade is entirely Bornean (Wong et. 
al., 2017, 2019), comprising small mesophytic herbs with highly distinctive 
lanceolate to oblong-elliptic to narrowly obovate leaf blades lacking posterior 
lobes, and with ladder-like rather closely spaced numerous primary lateral 
veins diverging from the mid-rib at about 90°. At present the clade comprises 
11 described species, 8 of which have been described in the past three years 
(Boyce 2017; Wong et al. 2017, 2018, 2019). Until now, only one species of the 
Patentinervia Clade has been recorded from Sabah, Schismatoglottis retin-
ervia Furtado (1935), restricted to the vicinity of Kinabalu between 1000 and 
1600 m asl on granite. 

During a Borneo Geographic Scientific Expedition organised by Univer-
siti Malaysia Sabah (UMS) and the Sabah Foundation to the Sungai Kang-
kawat, Imbak Canyon Conservation Area (ICCA), the first author encoun-
tered a small colony of a highly distinctive Schismatoglottis with venation 
suggesting a species of the Patentinervia Clade. At the time of discovery the 
plants were sterile although their distinctive morphology and occurrence on 
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