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Editorial/President’s message 

Firstly, given that May/June for 2018 is the season for Wesak Day, Ari Gawai, and Hari Raya, 
we wish our members who are celebrating their respective festival a very joyful, happy, and 
prosperous season. This year is our 25th Anniversary and 19 June 1993 was the original date of 
registration of our society, so we wish all our members and friends a very very happy 25th 
Anniversary.   Once again, it is our hope that The Sarawak Philatelists would serves as the icon 
of our society. For this to materialise, we need the support from all of you. Therefore we thank 
all contributors, be it past, present or future, for the support. Long live PSKS! Advance PSKS! 

Happy reading and collecting! 

Dr Ong L T, PhD (Swinburne)  

Editor/President, Philatelic Society of Kuching, Sarawak 
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To most, a stamp, or more technically postage stamp, is one of those drab, small, usually rectangular but 
sometimes come in other shapes, serrated, gummed paper you lick or glue to stick into letter envelopes, 
parcels, post cards or any other items of mail, which is bought at the post office or other authorized postal 
agencies. The presence of postage stamp on any item of mail indicates that the person sending has paid for the 
delivery cost and the post-mark, otherwise known as the cancellation mark, is a measure taken to prevent 
stamps from being reused. 

Before the introduction of postage stamps in England (its known origin), items of mail were paid for by the 
recipient, and there was no restriction or control imposed on the amount, size or weight of the items being 
mailed. As a result, the postal service suffered significant losses on mail items that recipients refused or were 
unable to pay. As part of an attempt to reform and improve the United Kingdom of Great Britain  and Ireland’s 
postal system, which was in chaos and prevalent with corruption in the early 19th century, the English 
reformist, Sir Rowland Hill, in 1839, proposed the use of postage stamp. 

The first postage stamp, the Penny Black, featuring the bust of Queen Victoria, was introduced for sale in 
May 1, 1840 and was made valid from May 6, 1840. Two days later, the second postage stamp, the Penny 
Blue, which also featured Queen Victoria, was issued. 

The introduction of postage stamp had been a great leap forward in the postal service, benefiting both the 
mailer and the postal officials, and effectively addressed the issue of recovering postal service costs. It 
eventually resulted in a better and faster postal system, leading to significant increase in mailing. After its 
introduction in England, other countries, in the late 1840s followed suit, issuing their stamps and by 1860, 
most countries had their own stamps. 

With its worldwide acceptance, postage stamps presented a new object and subject of interest among 
hobbyists, collectors and historians, and led to the creation of a new discipline - philately, the study of postage 
stamps and postal history. As mailing continued to increase, so did the interests and usage (or non- usage 
acquisition among philatelists, collectors and later, investors) of postage stamps in the early to the middle of 
the 20th century. Introduction of more modern methods of indicating postage payment of mail items, coupled 
with the advancement in communications and information technology at the turn of the 21st century, however, 
had caused a decline not only in the postal service revenues, but also on the usage and therefore, interest in 
postage stamps. 

A close look at how postage stamps have evolved and continue to evolve worldwide - from the first gummed 
paper-printed Penny Black to the recent issues, naming a few: the special silk stamp from Hong Kong to 
commemorate the Chinese Lunar Year of the Dog; the self-adhesive, oak tree-shaped, oak wood stamp from 
Austria, marking the 20th anniversary of the Austrian Federal Forestry Office; the 3D motion stamps from 
Russia, showing the official mascot Wolf Zabivaka ‘kicking the ball’, ‘heading the ball’ and ‘dribbling the 
ball’, to celebrate Russia’s hosting of the 2018 FIFA World Cup; the special stamp made of 
silver, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Republic of Estonia; the holographic, self-adhesive stamps 
featuring celestial bodies (Horsehead Nebula, Orion Nebula, Hale-Bopp Comet, Sun, Mercury, Venus, etc.) 
from Japan; the stamps that glow-in-the-dark under UV light, from Isle of Man, to commemorate 100 years 
of the Royal Air Force; the thermochromic stamps from Alderney which features six coastal locations 
experiencing partial eclipse (by touching and warming with the fingers, one can see the  altitude  and direction 
of the eclipse in each of the coasts); and the ‘augmented reality’ marine life stamp from Guernsey, which when 
scanned with a smartphone or tablet loaded with the SEPAC Stamps app, shows a 3-minute  high  definition  
film  on  natural  history  of  crustaceans  -  these,  among  many  other  interesting    issues, 
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