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Abstract. An important aspect of the future of fashion design is eco-fashion. The 
first aim of this study was to understand how personal attitude affects fashion 
designers in pursuing eco-fashion design in their work. Secondly, the designer’s 
behavior toward eco-fashion design was investigated. This study applied the 
theory of reasoned action (TRA) as the foundation for understanding the 
designers’ behavior. A mixed-method two-stage solution was used. Data were 
collected through qualitative open-ended questions distributed among eight 
sustainable fashion designers and 98 fashion designers who were selected as the 
research subjects for a survey. Direct logistic regression and MANOVA were 
applied for statistical analysis. The model was tested via structural equation 
modeling (PLS-SEM). The most important findings of the research were that a 
positive attitude toward eco-fashion design could predict the designer’s intention 
toward sustainability better than social norms. Further, the participants 
confirmed that environmental knowledge, perceived quality and price, perceived 
functional and aesthetic values, and the perceived usefulness of technology in the 
application of eco-fashion materials affected their attitude towards eco-fashion 
design. Furthermore, corresponding policies are proposed to facilitate clothing 
waste minimization in design through the use of eco-fashion materials, which 
could gain widespread attention and become a new trend in fashion. 
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1 Introduction 

Recently, the fashion industry has enthusiastically embraced the effort to 
become more sustainable. An important aspect of the future of fashion design 
toward sustainability is eco-fashion. One of the requirements towards 
sustainability is using eco-materials in designing fashion and apparel. Joergens 
[1] states that eco-fashion materials are a category of materials implemented in 
fashion and clothing design that decrease harmful side effects on the 
environment for the benefit of the consumer and social health. They can be 
found, for instance, in fabrics made of cotton, wood pulp, and plastic bottles. 
Furthermore, eco-fashion not only considered during the design phase [2]; it 


