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Abstract

This study aims to examine the demographic profile of children
with cancer, mode of transportation to the hospital, financial aid,
knowledge and sources of knowledge of parents and coping strategies
by the parents of children with cancer via comparative qualitative
research methods. It is found that social support is the fundamental
base that every family should have. In conclusion, parents must know
how to handle difficult situations wisely because they are the main
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pillars of a family and they need to be positive in order to help their ill
child.
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Problemas enfrentados por nifios con cancer en
Sarawak, Malasia

Resumen

Este estudio tiene como objetivo examinar el perfil demogréafico
de los nifios con céancer, el modo de transporte al hospital, la ayuda
financiera, el conocimiento y las fuentes de conocimiento de los padres
y las estrategias de afrontamiento de los padres de nifios con cancer a
través de métodos comparativos de investigacién cualitativa. Se
encuentra que el apoyo social es la base fundamental que toda familia
deberia tener. En conclusién, los padres deben saber como manejar las
situaciones dificiles con prudencia porque son los pilares principales
de una familia y deben ser positivos para ayudar a su hijo enfermo.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Sarawak is the largest state in Malaysia with a land area of
124.5 thousand square kilometres. Despite the abundance of natural
resources, the large area causes hardship in accessing issues. Based on
the National Statistics of 2012, Sarawak has one of the highest poverty
incidences in Malaysia. This shows that the people of Sarawak do have
financial and accessibility problems in seeking medical services. Since

independence, the government has been the main provider of health



