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MUHAMAD BAHIRI AHMAD
[b.1595, Johor]

MOHAMAD FAIZUAN MAT
[5.1982, Sarawak)

Currently living and working in Sarawak.

The Parade of the Usungan is a proposal to celebrate a rare custom called Usyy,

R 3an. In (ife a
success is often accompanied by a celebration symbolizing happiness, harmony, unity, bong,

The
is a colourful tradition of palanquin/human transportation procession which is a comme,

2 in
and strength. Thus, the parade of the usungan is an articulation of victory and joy, USungaq

n
N feature

an
to the beautifully sculptured carriage or palanquin in which the children are carried aroyng

the neighborhood. The event is normally held to honour a large group of children why have
completed their studies in the Quran recitals, It is a tradition unique to Borneo which is held
to encourage the younger generation to strive for success.

during the year-end school holiday season in the Sarawak coastal region. Usung;

s

The usungan comes in all kinds of
shape such as the plane, helicopter, fish, bird, fruit and insect, and the skill and creativity of the

makers can be seen in design of the usungan. Kabong in Sarawak is a district that is committed
tokeep the tradition alive. Here, the usungan parade is something that people look forward 1o, It
s usually accompanied by a hadrah performance. Sarawak has many races and tribes and each

has its own distinctive traditions. It is high time that the coastal communities of Sarawak were
highlighted far their creativity.

Method/Concept

The Parade of the Usungan used co-creation as 3 method of researching, gathering, communicating

all the data and infermation about Usungan. The research was conducted from 19 to 23 November
2018in the Kabong community,

Co-creation s a form of economic strategy that brings different parties together in order to joiny
produce a mutually valyed outcome. In business, it is defined as the collaborative development ¢!
new value [concepts, solutions, products and services) together with experts and/or stakeholder®
(such as customers, suppliers etc.), It is 5 form of collaborative innovation where ideas are shared
mproved together, rather than k

vieres, ‘open source’ and 'mass-custo,

and uzz-
) ept Lo onesell, and is closely connected to two other b
misation’.

Therefore, for The Parade of the Usungan, we collaborated with the x

creation process to improve the design of the uUsuNgan and it

s pra

The research on Usungan takes place every year in several distric

ts
practice is said to be more than 100 years old and unigue to the Bornes
the research, we learned of the fallowing from a pilst study.

1. The design needs to be documented and it has been defined by con

venticnaily an

tmoIrary

modern requirements,
2. The community or families need financial support to produce the usungan
3. The materials used to make the usungan are not practical [too heawy to ¢
4. The usungan is a dying art/tradition that needs to preserved.

Therefore, we decided to work collaboratively with the community to pr:

ce the us.

¥
addressing the above problems. This time, the usungan practice in Kabeng, Sarzwa« 5 tas
case study where:

alideas are shared and improved together: we discuss the design, material 3nd

the usungan. The participants (community) are free to veice out therr 235,12 3.
the experts,

ring the process.
bl co-creation benefits both the artists 2nd the community: €uring 72 &

i practce. 1
s found beneficial and the community is motivated to continue the gractc
their unique tradition and the value of cosperation and Lfe-lang (3773

s mpsepeTh T

tart
Our co-creation here serves to highlight that creating a work ¢
€Mpower the community and should be shared with the commy
the ary community.




