
Journal of Advanced Research in Social and Behavioural Sciences                                  

                                                                                     ISSN (online): 2462-1951 | Vol. 4, No. 1. Pages 7-18, 2016 

 

7 

 

Penerbit

Akademia Baru

 

Socio-Demographic and Perpetrators Experience 

in Committing Crime: A Descriptive Study on 

Male Young Offenders Undergoing Community 

Service Order 

N. S. Tharshini *,a, F. Ibrahimb, M. S. Mohamadc and E. Zakariad 

School of Psychology and Human Development Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600 Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia. 
a,*tharshini@siswa.ukm.edu.my, bifauziah@ukm.edu.my, cmsuhaimi@ukm.edu.my, dezaz@ukm.edu.my 

 

Abstract – The present study attempts to identify the underlying socio-demographic and perpetrators 

experience in committing crime among male young offenders undergoing community service order. An 

observational cross-sectional approach was applied using self-administered survey among young 

offenders. A total number of 60 respondents were recruited from Malaysia Department of Social 

Welfare to participate in this study. For this research, the sample criteria are male young offenders 

aged between 18 to 21 years old. Written and signed consent form were also given to the respondents 

to obtain their agreement prior to their voluntary participation in the research. The self-administered 

survey consisted of two main sections. Section one contained questions on socio-demographic of the 

young offenders while section two queried information regarding type of crimes, weapon usage, factors 

associate to commit crime, factors contributing for successfully executing criminal acts, factors 

associates to failure in committing crime and how they were caught. Data were compiled, organised 

and analysed using SPSS version 23.0. Results indicates that despite living with their family, young 

person involves in crime acts. This study suggest to examine family factors that contribute to the 

perpetrator experience to involve in crime in Malaysia. Copyright © 2016 Penerbit Akademia Baru - 

All rights reserved. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Crime is an act of breaking rules forbidden by law which poses a serious concern to worldwide 

society, including Malaysia. Male and female aged between 18 to 21 years old comprised 

roughly 18% of the total population in the year 2014 [1]. According to the Malaysia Department 

of Social Welfare a total number of 332 young persons aged between 18 to 21 years old has 

involved in crime in year 2014 [2]. A large majority of this population involved in property 

related crime (burglary and theft), people related crime and drug abusive.   

Extensive studies on crime has shown that criminal acts is associated with dynamic risk factors 

such as aggressiveness, poverty, parental attitudes favourable to substance use and violence, 

poor family bonding and family conflict, truancy and dropping out of school and delinquent 

peers [3]. Moreover, many research from Western countries have delved that age of first arrest 

has significant correlation with criminal recidivism [4].  




