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ABSTRACT

The reptiles type specimens w"ected by Ferdinand Stoliczka of the Asml:lc Smlel‘y tf Bengal during the second expedition by Sir D.
Forsyth to Yarkand, Eastem Turkwtm China, in 1873, are dealt with. All material were nngna.ll\r registered in the Museum of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal in Calcutta, andrmstn.realpmea‘l!m the custody of the Zoological Survey of India. These include the types of Stellio
stolicskanus Blanford, 1875, Phrynocephalus exillaris Blanford, 1875, Gymnodactylus elongatus Blanford, 1875, Gymnodactylus microtis Blan-
ford, 1875, Eremias yarkandensis Blanford, 1875, Eremias vermiculata Blanford, 1875, and Eremias yarkandensis , var. saturata Blanford,
1875.
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An expedition was lead by Sir T. Douglas Forsyth to
the deserts of Yarkand, Eastern Turkestan (now Shachi,

westemn Xinjiang, China) , its stated purposes both military .
and\scientiﬁc. in 1870. A second one, on the same theme,

was organised in 1873. Ferdinand Stoliczka ( 1838-1874),
Secretary of the Natural History Department of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, was attached to both these expeditions as
a naturalist, and collected z00logical material assiduously
which deposited at the Museum of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal. The herpetological part of these collections were
worked on by Anderson (1872) and William Blanford
(1875a;“187571876; 1878) . Although the intended origi-
nal descriptions of the second expedition are in Blanford
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(1875b, 1876) , the descriptions and name of each taxon
was already made available in terms of a valid publication
by Blanford (1875a), a year eardier, which contains short-
er descriptions of each taxon(see Das,1998).

The routes taken by the two expeditions have been de-
tailed by Henderson and Hume(1873) and Zhao and Adler
(1993). Stoliczka became ill on the retumn joumey of the
second expedition, while crossing the Karakorum, and
passed away at Murghi in Kashmir(Zhao and Adler,1993).
Although the ground was covered with snow, a significant
collection was made during the second expedition, and six
new species and subspecies of lizards were described, in
addition to the reporting of a mumber of other species of





