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SHORT CPMMUNICATIONS
o RECORD OF THE INDIAN ROOFED TURTLE _ -
- KACHUGA TECTA (GRAY) FROM ESTUARINE ENVIRONMENT -

INTRODUCTION

~O0n ly a fc“rh:ghly spec:ahscd forms ofrcpu]cscan Im: for pmtraclcd penod in regm-ts
5[ high sahmty (Dunson '1979). Trutles of fam:ly Emydidae regularly reponed from
:stuar: ne environments of Asia are the painted tettapin Callagur borneoensis, river terrapin
Batag.r baska and Burmiese roofed. lmlgl!fachuga trivitiata. (Peitchard 1979). A few- .
ypically freshwater spec:ies undet this family have also been recorded: periodically from -
such rcgions througﬁnut the world, pe:mancnt scsidcms in sallnc areas being compara-
JVCI)’ ra.rc .

A sm gle specimen of the Indian roofed turtle Kachuga tecta was captured by fishermen
1 Arbesi, in the Sunderbans Tiger Reserve, and deposited at the Sajnekhali turtle hatchery.
This is an addmon to: the chcloman fauna of the area and constitutes the first record ol' the-
pccms from cstuarine environment. :

Order a{éwnu
Suborder CRYPTODIRA ' ~
Family EMYDIDAE
Subfamily BATAGURINAE
- Genus & Species Kachuga-recla

Material : 1 EX., 0, Dhajekhali, Arbesi Compamncnl3 Sunderbans Tiger Reserve,
South 24 Parganas Distncl Wcsl Bcnga] India. 14 November, 1985.-

Measurmen! and Weight : Carapace length 151 mm., carapace breadth 105 mm.,"
slastron’ length 133 mm. shcll height 72 mm., wc:gh 510 gms.

D:agnos:s Carapaco élevated with a prominent vertebral keel which is ploduccd o
1 spike at the posterior-crid of the third vertebral scute. and comu_lumg as a ridge on the
“~urth and fifth. Second vertebral scute longer than third, fourth is bottle-neck in contact
with third. Posterior margin of carapace fecbly serrated.

, Colouration : Carapace chocolate brown withe scatiered small black patches. First three

ral scutes with a horny brown keel, edged with black, becoming black on the fourth

and fifth vertebral scutes. Pale yellow margin of carapace. Yellow-pink below, with upto
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