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The herpetofauna of the Oriental Region is sure-

Iv one of the least known in the world and recent
consolidated accounts of this fauna are few. This is
particularly true of the island of Sri Lanka, 65,584
sq km in area, with an exceptionally rich herpeto-
fauna, especially snakes (80 species in 46 genera).
The fauna has been the subject of a few earlier
monographs, including those Taylor (1950) and De
Silva (1980).

The present volume, however. is a straight for-
ward field guide, designed for identification of the
Sri Lankan snakes quickly and accurately using the
dichotomous kevs. However, a wealth of new in-
formation has been presented on the nawral his-
tory of, and beliefs concerning snakes in the coun-
trv, besides an upto minute nomenclatural notes,
not usuallv seen in books such as these due 1o pub-
lication delays.

Anslem De Silva is a major figure in the herpeto-
logical scene in Sri Lanka and has authored some
90 scientific and popular papers and articles on the
herpetology of the countrv. A saff officer of the
Faculty of Medicine at the University of Peradeniva,
De Silva has over 25 vears of experience with Sri
Lankan snakes, snake bites and traditional treat-
ment.

The book is divided imo five major chaprers,
commencing with the zoogeographv of the Sri
Lankan snakes, which describes the geologv. climate
and vegetation. besides commenting on the origin
of this continental island. De Silva convinces us of
the unigueness of the Sri Lankan herpetofauna. for
which he suggests the recognition of this island na-
tion as a separate subregion within the Oriental Re-
gion. What follows after a general overview of the
Inchan- and Makivan-elements in the snake fauna
ol the country are comments on the P\'(’IUT‘IU’L
alhnities and invasion of the snakes Gamilies i Sri
Lamka.  the Tvphlopidae,  Uropeludae. Boidae.
Acrochordidae. Colubridae. Elapidae. Hvdrophidae
and Viperidae.

Separate chapters deal with beliefs concerning
snakes in Sri Lanka, snake bites. their treatment
and the natural history of the venomous species. A
dichatomaous kev o the valid speaes of Sri Lankan
species, essentiallv for identihcation precedes the

species accounts. contaming the current scientific
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name, vernacular and English names. when avail-
able, distribution and natural history notes.

The colour plates are. however, not uniform,
some species depicted being clearly posed. with no
contrast. However, manv of the species are hgured
tor the verv first time. especiallv the Sri Lankan en-
demics such as the uropeluds.

An cleven page reference list. containing the la
test works on the taxonomy and natural history of
snikes dwelling in the island nation of Sri Lanka
completes the book.

A useful compilation worth the price. Especially
recommended for amateurs, this may be the “best”
buy among similar books on the South Asian snake
fauna.
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