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Meeting of minas 
at STEMfest 2013

OI). 1Ywill see the 
launch of the World 
Conference on Safety 
in Science, Industry 
and Education and 

the international Conference on 
Transnational Collaboration in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) 
Education 2013 in Unimas, as part 
of STEMfest 2013. 

This international event will 
gather prominent and interna- 
tional speakers who are leaders in 
the industry, policy makers, aca- 
demia who are keen to share their 
vision, wisdom and ideas with the 
audience. 

The conference, which will run 
from the Oct 3 to 4, will feature Dr. 
Tin Hlaing, science advisor to Daw
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. Binh ti; m tiun k i ul 11uirnmar. I Ic 
tvill 11'Y a taped message of the 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Aung 
San Suu Kyi's speech to WorldSTE 
2013. 

Dr. Tin Hliang is the Director 
General of Atomic Energy 
Department in the Ministry 
of Science and Technology of 
Myanmar. In his presentation, he 
will be discussing the education 
needs of Myanmar's education 
system as the country had just 
started to re-open their education 
system. 

Among the prominent panel 
of speakers are Jong Hwi Park, 
who is representing UNESCO 
and Ralph L. Skip Boyce, Boeing's 
President for Asia Pacific region, 
Dr. James Kaufman, President of 
The Laboratory Safety Institute 
and Meghan Groome Executive 
Director of Education and Public

L ' .. DR. James A. Kaufman, President and CEO of The Laboratory Safety Institute, at 
his booth at STEM FEST in Unimas. PHOTOS: LESTER GERES

OSHUA FOUTS, Executive Director of New York's Science House Foundation, 
peaks in an interview with New Sarawak Tribune.
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"Dr. Groome has been studying 
how to empower young girls to 
study science and the necessary 
needs to encourage them and 
how to instil confidence in girls to 
learn science. At the conference 
she will be presenting a paper on 
her research, " according to Joshua 
S. Fouts, the moderator for this 
conference and Executive Director 
at Science House Foundation. 
He added that the speakers will 
generally touch on the subject of 
education, exploring the world of 
cross cultural, collaborative sci- 
ence and arts. 

"We hope to prepare our 
younger generation who will be 
tomorrows leaders for a 21st 
century workforce which is fast 
approaching, it is our fundamen- 
tal belief that those skills require 
fundamental basic understanding 
in science, " explained Fouts. The 
week-long international confer- 
ence on science and arts educa- 
tion will centre around on how to 
create a strong impact in the STEM 
field. 

Another keynote speaker is 
James A Kaufman, the President 
and founder of the Laboratory 
Safety Institute (LSI). He has spent 
the last 40 years teaching the 
fundamentals of lab safety and 
creating more effective lab safety 
programmes. 

"We believe that lab safety is

niluu taut ; U dll lt&k, in >rliui it 
for cxamplc lab and safety shoo I(l 
be part of the science curriculum. 
On our website, there's a memorial 
wall dedicated to those who have 
died resulting fron laboratory 

accidents. We want the society to 
be aware of the ithportance of lab 

safety and help them to under- 
stand that there are simple steps to 
improve the safely standards: ' 

His unique approach to lab 
safety combinedivith a collection 
of over 5000 examples of lab acci- 
dents will make his presentations 
both highly inforplative and enter- 
taining. 

"In the US, thee are specific 
standards in the classroom and 
a publication titled Safety is 
Elementary: lt's a lifelong process 
but unfortunately it is not getting 
as much attention as we'd like in 
schools: ' 

Dr. Kaufman is the author of 
numerous hooks, articles, LSI's 
Speaking of Safety Newsletter, and 
audio and video lab safety edu- 
cation programmes. More than 
100,000 scientists and science 
educators have attended LSI's lab 
safety courses. 

Professor Dr I'hder Barsoum, 
President of AsiaPacific Society for 
Solar and HybridTechnologies 

Worldl lybrid 2013 was one 
of the speakers at the conven- 
tion which is part of the Global 
20 STEM States International 
Festival of Science, Technology,

noteworth

ABOVE: 
The MakerBot 

Replicator 2 
desktop 3D 

printer prints out 
a 3D model in a 

demonstration 
at the Murdoch 

University 
exhibition booth, 

at STEM FEST 
yesterday.

PROF. Dr Nader N. Barsoum explains about solar and hybrid technologies in an 
interview with New Sarawak Tribune at Unimas yesterday.

Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEMfest). 

Speaking on renewable energy 
and the issue of global warming, 
he said, "The problem of carbon 
emission is very serious and we 
are trying to address the issues 
by trying to find a better way to 
reduce global warming. " 

I le said that due to the exces- 
sive emission of carbon monox- 
ide the society is suffering from 
numerous diseases which are 
harmful. "According to research, 
the usage of fossil fuel will double 
in 2020 but we also hope to 
introduce more energy friendly 
technology to the society such 
as hybrid technology and using 
hydrogen storage, ' explained Dr 
Nader Barsoum who is specialised 
in electric machines control and 
stability, power electronics and 
speed drive systems. 

"To improve renewable energy 
and to reduce cost of produc- 
tion, we need to introduce proper 
training through workshops from 
a young age because new technol-

ogy takes time to learn; ' stressed 
Dr Nader Barsoum on labour edu- 
cation. "I'm pleased that the stu- 
dents here show a keen interest in 
renewable energy hence we hope 
to publish a study on new technol- 
ogy soon; " concluded Dr Nader 
Barsoum who is currently lectur- 
ing at the faculty of Electrical and 
Eletronic Engineering, University 
Malaysia Sabah (UMS). 

STEMfest is held along with 
Unimas International Festival of 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics. Various semi- 
nars and workshops are conduct- 
ed throughout this week-long 
event including exhibitions which 
will provide a great learning expe- 
rience for attendees. 

The conference touches on 
various topics related to science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics. Exhibitors include 
government and non-government 
organisations involved in the field 
of science, technology, engineer- 
ing, mathematics, institutions and 
universities across the world.

DR David Parlevliet, (Lecturer, School of Engineering 
& Information Technology at Murdoch University 
in Western Australia) stands next to a 3D printer, 
which can take just about any design and "prints" 
out a three-dimensional physical object based on 
that design, at STEM FEST in Unimas yesterday. 
'The printer produces objects out of PLA (Polylactic 
acid) plastic, which is biodegradable and can 
be recycled at the end of the day, " he told New 
Sarawak Tribune. 
The 3D printer, on display at the Murdoch 
University exhibition booth, has won much 
attention from visitors to the international. event. 
PHOTOS: LESTER GERES


