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ABSTRACT

Accounting has a legitimate role in the globalised context in supporting concerns to protect and
promote human rights through the concept of corporate transparency. Additionally, the language
of human rights has entered the discourse of corporate accountability in the form of accounting
disclosure on human rights. Hence, this paper attempts to investigate the adoption of voluntary
disclosure on human rights among construction companies in Malaysia for the year 2010. The
paper reviews the issues of human rights in Malaysia, the current human rights in corporations
nowadays, accounting disclosure on human rights and, specifically human rights disclosure in the
construction industry. Through the method of content analysis, this study has found that only 70%
of the construction companies in Malaysia disclosed items on human rights which focus on
occupational health and safety among employees. However, disclosure of other areas of human
rights such as employee beliefs, harassment, freedom of association, and elimination of all forms
of discrimination were performed by only 13% of the construction companies. The findings
concluded that voluntary disclosure on human rights among construction companies in Malaysia
are still at the initial stage.
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Introduction

Traditionally, human rights focus on protecting individuals, minorities or the marginalized against
the power of majorities, where the influenced on the existential human condition was deemed
critical for the future. However, according to Gallhofer et al. (2011), human rights today have
emerged out of the humanitarian catastrophes, based on three important elements namely: (1)
Subjective rights of individuals entitling them to certain fundamental life conditions under no
circumstances to be taken away; (2) These rights are claimable against a ruling majority’s decision
making; (3) Human rights enforcement was taken to apply universally and as moral claims in
countries whose laws do not embrace positive human rights norms. Additionally, Douzinas (2007)
observes human rights as the way people speak about the world and their aspirations, i.e., the
expression of what is universally good in life. Moreover, human rights have become ingrained in
the new world order, their claims adopted, absorbed and reflexively insured against challenge.
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