The Aquatic Science Colloquium
(AQUAColl 2014)
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Congratulations to the editorial board for the
continuing publication of i-FoRST.

In 2015, the faculty hopes to continue the excellent
work, in academic and research. All these require commitment
and support from all parties especially lecturers and support
staff. Although the are many challenges still lie ahead, I am
confident that by working together we can deliver our shared
goal.

Earlier this year, FRST's strategic plan has been
drafted to provide direction to faculty in strengthening and
improving the performance of each strategic objective aligned
with university and ministry blueprint. Our goal is to equip
our students holistically to allow them to succeed in all of the
opportunities avaiable and challenges they face.

Let us take this exciting and challenging journey
together.

- Assoc. Prof. Dr. Othman Bojo
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B es t Open C oursewdare Dr Chong Yee Ling and Mr. Badiozaman

Sulaiman from the Faculty of Resource

(OCW) Science and Technology, Universiti

Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) won the

- Best Open Courseware (OCW) Award

Award through Anlmal through Animal Physiology Course STH
- 2203 in National University Carnival on
PhyS]‘Ology Course E-Learning recently. They took home a
cash prize of RM1000.00, a trophy and

certificate of participation.

' e This carnival was held from 14" to 15" November 2014 which was
il < Inugera £ organized by the Council of Heads of E-Learning Coordinator, Malaysian
' Public Universities (MEIPTA), Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM) and

the Ministry of Education (MOE) in Shah Alam Convention Centre
(SACC), Shah Alam.

This course covers the core knowledge on animal physiological
adaptation to environmental challenges and highlight the basic physical
and chemical principles that underlie these physiological processes.
Some selected biological systems are also emphasized, including the

nervous systems.

This is the first course offered in OCW in Malaysia
and delivery methods in this course has been adaptec
understood by the general public but the important cor

understanding of the readers, the comparative lea :
relevant examples are also included. Various ty; of self-re ion
g [Ions are
anding afte
: t g-and-le
delivery approaches that-includ deo i ons, --_._;:.»-;:_j.._:

been incorporated in this e learningsprocess
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- The department of Aquatic Sciences has successfully

organized its 3" Aquatic Science Colloquium on the 16" of October

2014. The colloquium was also co-organized by Sarawak Forestry
” Corporation. The theme for the symposium was “Experience

Sharing in Aquatic Science Research III: Pulau Sampadi Marine
Life Expedition” which focused and discussed on the research
activities conducted at the Sampadi Island on 16" - 20™ July 2012.
Data obtained from the expedition were hope to strengthen and
justify the promotion and gazzettement of Pulau Sampadi as a
Marine National Park. Participants from Sarawak Biodiversity
Center, Fishery Department, Sarawak Forestry Corporation as
well as postgraduate students took part in presenting papers in
€F | this colloquium. The organizing committee was really honored
and thankful to have Yang Berbahagia Datu Haji Ali Yusop
(CEO-Sarawak Forestry Corporation) to officiate the opening of
AQUACOIIl 2014.

The Aquatic
Colloquiu
2014)
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Registration counter. Participants, presenters and

(Chanperso.n, 3 general attendees were asked to register for future
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Have you ever thought for a second before throwing things into
your bin? Your trash could be someone else’s treasure. Keep reading this
article to find out why thinking before you throw is always a wise decision aste

for you and future generations.

Malaysians throw out about 22,000 tonnes of solid waste per day Re du Ction an d

and the number 1s getting higher each year. The number includes domestic
waste (from homes), construction waste, municipal cleaning waste and

others. More than often, per capita generation of solid waste in the urban R l . t
area 1s much higher (1.5 kg/capita/day) as compared to the rural area (an e CYC lng a
average of 0.8 kg/capita/day), mostly due to higher standards of living in

urban area.

The ever-increasing trend of solid waste creates

collection, transport and disposal problem. The landfill
way ol managing the solid waste will never be sufficient
because the solid waste keeps on increasing, and the
landfill area 1s imited.
About 50% of the total solid waste in Malaysia consists
of food waste. The remaining percentages come from
plastics, glasses, papers and others. Since 30-50% of
solid waste 1n Malaysia are recyclable materials, we |
all can make a difference to the environment and our
future generations by doing simple things at home.

Let’s start by reducing waste and recycling at
home. To reduce waste, never buy something you do
not need. If you must buy take away food, use your 3
own trendy and colourful food containers. Bring :
reusable bags when you go shopping to reduce plastic .
bag usage. Reduce your paper usage by unsubscribing E ,
to unimportant mails. You can also opt for electronic S
bills and newspapers whenever possible.

A typical overflowed landfill in Malaysia. You
Recyching at home can be done by separating your domestic can choose not to dump everything into the

waste. It’s easy, you just have to put away food waste into separate bin. landfill

Get yourself three recycle bins for papers, cans/glasses, and plastics. You
can use any appropriate material at home as recycle bins
- boxes, baskets or pails. Ensure that all your recycle bins
are clean and dry. Before you place any recyclable material
mto the bins, make sure it is free from insect and rodent
attracting ingredients.

You may be surprised by the amount of papers,
cans, plastics and bottles you have at home only alter a
month of consistent recycling. Now what do you do when
your bins are all filled up? You can send them to your local
recycling centers or mobile recyclers when they drop by
your residential area. If you could not find time to do that,
you can always put the recycle bins separately nearby your
waste bin for collection by the garbage collecting operators.
Maybe it 1s your trash, but it is someone elses treasure!

What is right is right, even if you are the only one doing it. | There 1s something stylish i practicing recycling at
You can make a difference to our environment. home

&

- Rafeak Waki



FIST Dostegraduate
research awvarded
as Top 3 winners for
the Dostgraduate
Food Safety
Pesearch Award
Competition at
National Level

!

"
namerz%m 12250




@ - Agsoc. Prof. Dr. Edmund UH. Sim



Pregerve the Mangroves: Eco-Bako
Project at Kuching Wetland National
Parf

About 150 people comprising
from the Department ofiZoology,
together with staff of PETROI _'w’ a
Forest Departmeng: (5FD) .‘
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Subtle Threat of the Household
Surfactant to Aquatic Fauna

Survival rate (%) Free-swim rate (%)

Effect of SLS exposure on post-
hatching survival rate and free swim
rate of zebrafish larvae.Shronic = 168
hours exposure period, acute = 24
hours exposure period

Control Chronic  Acute Control Chronic Acute

Normal larvae
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Study Program on Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD)
Implementation Project in Japan

Our staff, Prof. Dr Hamsawi Sani and a postgraduate
student, Ms. Zatil Aisyah Zainudin, from the
Department of Plant Science & Environmental
Ecology were invited fo participate ina study program
on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
Implementation
Project in Japan
from 19 to 25t
October 2014
organised by the
Japan-Malaysia
Association. The
study  program
was initiated in
conjunction with
joint  research
projectsbetween
Japan-Malaysia
Association
(ITMA)and
researchers in
the department
since the year
2010. During
the visit, the
participants

visited several
places which
had implemented
ESD; among
them were
Tokyo Chichibu

Experimental
Forest Station,
Morimate
Forest, Otake,
Hiroshima
and  Satoyama
Trust's  Forest
Conservation
Area. The
participants
were also
invited to give
a talk during
the  knowledge
sharing sessions
on their teaching
and learning
experiences in
UNIMAS during
their visit to the
University  of
Kitakyushu and
Nihon University.

Career Talk by Genting Plantations
Berhad

On 18™ December 2014, the Department
of Plant Science and Environmental Ecology
welcomed a visit by fwo representatives from
Genting Plantations Berhad, Mr. Lai Chin Hor
(Head, Training and Staff Development) and Mr.
Lee Teck Fah (Head, Research and Development
Unit) for a career
talk at the Faculty
of Resource Science
and Technology.
Forty-five Final
Year undergraduate

students  majoring
in  Plant Resource
Science and

Management
Programme as well as
the alumni attended
the talk on the

career prospects
and opportunities
in plantation

management

in Malaysia. At the end of the talk, the
representatives from Genting Plantations
conducted a Walk-In-Interview for the alumni
from the department to recruit staff for their
company.

©




RS NEBEWS

Working Visit by Quality Control
Section, Sarawak Timber Industry
Development Corporation (STIDC)

The department had welcomed a team
from the Quality Control Section, Sarawak
Timber Industry Development Corporation
(STIDC), to the Faculty of Resource Science
& Technology on 20™ January 2015. Led
by Mr. Awang Mentali Awang Mohamed
Sulaiman (Manager, Quality Control Section),
14 delegates from STIDC were present
during the working visit to discuss potential
collaboration such as industrial relationship
and student's internship  programme.
Feedbacks and suggestions for improvement
from experts on their newly established
STIDC Timber Portal were also discussed. It
is hoped that through this working visit the
relationship between STIDC and FRST will
be strengthened for mutual benefit.

STA and Daiken Awards

SITI RASILA AINAA
BINTI
MOHD RASLI

Hard work and commitment to strive for
excellence has paid of f for Ms. Siti Rasila Ainaa
bt Mohd Rasli and Ms. Fatin Husna Zulikram from
the Department of Plant Science & Environmental
Ecology, Ms. Siti Rasila Ainaa from Wakaf
Bharu, Kelantan, received the Best Graduating
Student Award. Ms. Fatin Husna who worked
on her final year research project entitled
"Soil of restored tropical mangrove area under
artificial planting of coastal mangrove species in
Selabat, Sarawak, Malaysia” which is related to
forestry and fimber industry has been awarded
the Best Final Year Research Project for the
academic session 2014. Since the initiation of
the co-operation in the year 2005, STA along
with DATIKEN Sarawak Sdn. Bhd. had provided
academicawardsandscholarshipstothe students
pursuing Bachelor of Science in Plant Resource
Science and Management. It is hoped that
such co-operation will continue to strengthen
the relationship between our institution and
different stakeholders in realising our nation's
aspirations in developing human capital.

FATIN HUSNA BINTI
ZULIKRAM
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tulates Prof. Dr. Fatimah bt Abang who has
been bestowed the honoured Johan Bintang Kenyalang
(JBK). The investiture was hosted by His Excellency (HE)
Tun Pehin Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud at Astana Negeri
on March 18" 2015.

NewJAppointment

- Assoc. ®rof. Dr. Othman Bojo -

(Dean)
- Assoc. Prof. Dr. Norhadi Ismail - - Assoc. Prof. Or. Edmun
Deputy Dean (Undergraduate and Deputy Dean (Research a
Student Development) ]
- Dr. Ho Wei Seng - - Dr. Micky Vincent -
Programme Coordinators, Resource Head of Department,
Biotechnology Department of Molecula

Biology
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Faculty of Resource Science & Technolgy
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS)

94300 Kota Samarahan Sarawak :
Tel : 082-583136 l l
Fax : 082-583160
Website: https://www.frst.unimas.my

https://twitter.com/FrstUNIMAS https://www.facebook.com/Frst Unimas



