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O&G firm, varsity ink research
and talent deveIOpment pact

KUCHING: Shell MDS Sdn Bhd
-{SMDS) and Universiti Malaysia
~Sarawak (Unimas) have once again
strengthened their ties through the
signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for research
and talent development.

Unimas vice-chancellor Prof
Datuk Dr Mohd Kadim Suaidi said
Unimas placed important focus in
the oil and gas industry because it
produced graduates from that _~
industry.

“We produce research product or
activities from oil and gas industry,
therefore we need an industry part-
ner to look at all these things
together with us. We have estab-
lished an industry and community
engagement office which focuses
on industry engagement. The col-
laboration with SMDS is something

t Ilook forward to,” he said dur-
the MoU signing ceremony at
Wigma Bapa Malaysia.
‘ough the MoU, Unimas will

Shell- produced Gas-to-] L1qu1d Vi

oped by SMDS i
ly used in indtstrial, commercial
and co er application, The
waxes are marketed as Shell GTL
Sarawaz,

“One of the things that we're seri-
ously discussing is on how to use

- wax in 3D printing. We’re trying to
‘look into the possibility of using the
- wax to produce structure and mod-

els out of the 3D printer,” he said.
The MoU also focuses on the
development of upskilling of under-
graduates through programmes -
such as internships and pre-em-
ployment preparations.
“Unimas is one of the few univer-

'sitx_es in Malaysia which have a

build-in industry attachment in our

curriculum in all programmes. We

bring in Shell to train our graduates
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graduate employability,” said
Suaidi.

SMDS director and general man-
ager of marketing Liang Kok Siang
said SMDS employed 450 direct
employees and.another 800 con-
tractor staff on average with over
95% Sarawakians.

“With SMDS, they have accumu-
lated experience and skills to oper-
ate world class gas-to-liquid plant,
and a number of them has been
posted to other Shell locations. We
are fully committed to growing our:
local content and people develop-
ment agenda,” said Liang.

He said SMDS had engaged over
100 final year engineering students
annually for over eight years at
their practical environmental, safe-
ty and industrial guidance for engi-
neers events to share their health
safety, security and environmental
practices.

According to Liang, Shell had
reinvested in the rejuvenation of
the Bintulu plant last year during

Suaidi (fourth from left) handing over the signed MoU to Wong (third from.
right), witnessed by Amar Morshidi (fourth from left) and Liang (fourth from
right).

its major plant turnaround. With
Sarawak Corridor of Renewable
Energy in Samalaju Bintuly, it is
well positioned for greater growth.

“With Shell in Malaysia celebrat-
ing the 125th anniversary, our com-
mitment to capability upskilling
remains, particularly in support of
ﬁ' state government’s effort to

ce undergraduate employa-

bility and local institution of capa-

“ bility,” said Liang.

Also present during the MoU
singning were Sarawak state secre-
tary and Unimas board member
Tan Sri Datuk Amar Morshidi
Abdul Ghani, Unimas Faculty of
Resource Science and Technology
dean Associate Professor Dr
Othman Bojo, SMDS general man-

" ager Tom Wong Kong Hung and

Shell Malaysia senior manager of
government relations Jonathan
Jolly. — By AVA LAI




