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Inthis book, Karolina Prasad attempts to study how insitutions, particularty politcal parties, play a role in changing ethnic identities in consociational and centipetal polities. In
the context of Southeast Asian politics, studies on the role of ethnicity in slectoral politics are numerous. In Malaysia, for instance, scholars have often tried to identiy the link
between voters' ethnicidentty and their political choices. The usual method to explore this link s to examine voters' voting preferences towards candidates and politcal
parties that have strong ethnic appeals. For instance, the bulk of support for the United Malays National Organisation (UMNO) comes primarily from Malays, while support for
the Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA) and the Malaysian Indian Congress (IC) comes from the Chinese and Indian elecorates respectively:

Inthe eastem Malaysian provinces of Sabah and Sarawak, most,if ot all, ofthe politcal parties depend heavily on the support of particular ethnic groups. The second
largest party in Sabah, the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS),is primarly a Kadazandusun-based party even though it laims to represent the wider interests of Sabah's culturally
diverse society. In Sarawak, key parties such as the Part Pesaka Bersatu (PBB), Parti Rakyat Sarawak (PRS) and the Sarawak United People’s Party (SUPP) all operate based
on certain ethnic appeals. In this context Prasad’s main contribution o the research on ethnic politics is that she explores how sthnic identiy (o identites or ethnic categories)
s “activated” in difierent political settings. The author looks at this “sthnic identiy activation” (pp. 144-92) by assessing how political actors and institutions maximize their
ettnic electoral support over time, and across different geographical areas

‘Scholars often take the primordial approach to understanding the role of ethicity in electoral politics. While one cannot totally discount the power of primordial sentiment in
influencing politcal choices, Prasad proposes a more nuanced approach to exploring the role of poliical insitutions in changing ethnic identites, primaril in socisties divided
by ethnic and religious differences. By comparing Sarawak and West Kalimantan, the author manages to elucidate the point that the nature and processes of ethnic identity
vary from one [End Page 312] polity o another. The author notes thatin Sarawak ethnic identity change is much more explicit, and the role of insitutions more direct The
‘Sarawak case also shows thatthe role of the federal government s also significantin the activation of ethnic categories. A case in point s the Malay-Huslim-dominated federal
‘govemment which works closely with Malay-Helanau state local leaders to strenginen and spearhead Malay-Muslim interests in Sarawak. The case of West Kalimantan is
slightly more suble, as poliical actors cannot rely on the support of particular ethnic groups alone and because of the centripetal nature of the West Kalimantan political
seting which seeks to build support that cuts across ethnic lines.

In Sarawak itis easierto trace ethnic identi change over time as it holds only two elections: state and national. As elite ethnic bargaining is an important component in
Malaysia's consociational democracy, itis not dificultto see which ethnic category is “activated” more prominently than the others. In West Kalimantan, tracing ethnic identity
change is a much more daunting task because it holds multiple elections to elect officials to ts three tiers of adminisiration. In terms of theory building, the bookis an
important text for scholars and students of ethnic politics who wantto further explore ethnic politcs in different political setings. As the author rightly notes, itis important for
‘scholars to study “politcs’ impact on efhnicit, and not as ethnicity's impact on politics” (p. 204). The author's methods of racing etnic identity change overtime (in Sarawak)
‘and across different territorial areas (West Kalimantan) are also worth replicating in other parts of the world.

Despite the book's notable strengths i its theoretical approach and methods of analysis, whatis missing s the fole of ethnic and cultural institutions in reifing ethnic.
identities. Looking closely, the many Dayak cultural organizations in Indonesia and ethnically.




