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Tajuk : Push for teaching hospital

Var\“gty looking at several options for its Iong—awaited plan

story by
SHARON LING

sharenling@thestar.com.my

KOTA SAMARAHAN: Universiti
+ Malaysia Sarawak (Unimas)is .
- hopeful that its long-awaited plans
 for a teaching hospital will materi-
alise soon. 1
~ Vice-chancellor Prof Datuk Dr
Mohd Kadim Suaidi said the uni-
versity was looking at several
options for the development of the
hospital. - - ' :

“One option is to bring it on cam-
pus beside the main entrance;
where we have a plot of land ear-
marked for the site,” he said at the

signing of a Memorandum of
Agreement (MoA) between Unimas
and Kenyalang Medical Foundation
(KMF) at the campus here yester-
day. 0 c

Mohd Kadim said Unimas was
still fighting to get the teaching hos-
pital, which had been proposed
since 2009.

He said the university received
about 200 students annually into
its medical and health sciences fac-
ulty, which had a tofal enrolment
of about 1,000 students. .-

“It’s not only Unimas which
needs this teaching hospital,
Sargwak ng;eus it too. Wi&h it, we
can ¢xpand our post-graduate pro-
gramme and u'ain--'spefﬁialists_hg
so that they will remain in
Sarawak,” he said, adding that he
hoped the project would be
announced soon:
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Push for teaching hospital

Dr Sim (third from left) exchanging the signed documents with Mohd Kadim while representatives from Unimas and

Kenyalang Medical Foundation look on.

KMF chairman Datuk Dr Sim Kui
Hian supported Unimas’ teaching
hospital proposal, saying the uni-
versity should work with the
Health Ministry to plan ahead for
the health needs of the people.

“I will continue to push for the
hospital,” he said. .

On the MoA, Dr Sim said KMF
would allocate RM50,000 for the
next five years to fund scholarships
and prizes to deserving students
from Unimas’ medical and health
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sciences faculty,
The foundation will also present
a new Most Outstanding Medical

" Student Award to a clinical-year

student who excels in arts, sports .
or community service in addition
to academic performance.
- Dr Sim said the foundation had
given scholarships to 15 students
since 2001 as well as over 70 exc
lence awards since 2005.

“We want to encourage the next
generation of doctors that if they

work hard, they will be recognised.

I believe that you cannot go wrong

if you invest in education.

~ “We must provide the opportuni-

ty for the next generation,” he said.
KMF was founded in 2000 to pro-

mote higher education oppo
fies in medical and hm

courses, provide schelarships or
study grants at under-graduate and
post-graduate levels and promote
continuous education and research
in medicine.
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