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_oastal areas to be e llnked using

w1reless mode

by Toman Mamora
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KUCHING - In line with the
Government’s effort to extend IT
services to the rural areas and in-
crease the level of computer literacry,
a telecentre will be set up in Mukah
this year while plans are afoort ro
extend similar service to other areas
along the coastal belt.
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would be connected to Balingian

and Matu-Daro through a local net-

work, said Chief Minister Datuk
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Speading out
[CT services

Despite the difficult terrain, the
Government was committed to setting up e-
centres in the interior to enable the rural
population to be connected to the main-
stream of ICT, said Taib, who alluded to e-
Bario as a exemplary model of a telecentre
that had brought rural villagers closer and to

be in touch with the world outside,
On the telemedicine service, the Chief

Minister said the rural areas would be linked
to telemedicine centres in Kuching, Sibu and
Miri and would have access to medical spe-
cialists on illness requiring their advice and
supervision.

However, he cautioned that it was impor-
rant at the beginning to overcome the mis-
conception of telemedicine among people
who had grown used to the conventional
approach in seeking medical treatment and

health services.

Taib ‘was pleased to note that Sarawak
was already ahead of many other states in the
applications of ICT and development of
indigenous technology. He cited the Syariah
Court ICT system developed by the State as
a exemplary model that had been adopted by
several states in Peninsular Malaysia.

He also called on the local ICT fraternity
w develop new indigenous technologus that
could be used to upgrade existing applica-
tions and create new ones.

On CITA'03, Taib said the annual con-
ference had sustained as a cohesive force for
collaboration and interchange of ideas to
develop systems for the region since it start-
ed three years ago.

The Chief Minister was also pleased that
Unimas was expanding its role consistent
with the expansion of ICT. He commended
the university for assisting the Governmen:
and society to develop telecentres under dif-
ficult conditions.

The focus of CITA'03 was on knowledge
management and was reflective of the desire
of the organisers to draw special attention ro
the importance of technology, system and
environment in supporting the empower
ment of people to create value for what they
do for society.



