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ALAYSIA 
must ex- 
pand the 
use of tech- 
nology in 
schools, 
businesses 

and homes if it is to meet 
the challenges of an in- 
creasingly competitive glo- 
bal-digital economy. 

There must be a greater 
sense of commitment, 
funding levels must be 
raised, and there must be 
a greater cc-n, dination be- 
tween legislators, educa- 
tors, the corporate sectors 
and the community. . 

In addition to that, a 
shift in the disposition of 
educators towards teach- 

-. ing-learning is required in 
not just the use of infor- 
mation technology (IT) as 
an enabler, but also in the 
development of capability. 

According to Unimas' 
vice chancellor Prof Datuk 
Dr Zawawi Ismail, this can 
be achieved by giving stu- 
dents greater responsibili- 
ty for their own learning 
and requiring them-to ex- 
plore and explain its rele- 
vaüce to their own devel- 
opment and to the wider 

Malaysia Is determined to be at the forefront of the 
new . era of economic supremacy=the digital economy 
-not only at the"regional level, but also at the global 
scale, and at the-same time, transform the nation into 
a knowledge society. All these are going to be done 
by the year 2020: ': 
-It Is Indeed an ambitious goal but, nonetheless, 

achievable. For Malaysia, the medium to achieve this 
is through the Multimedia Super Corridor (MSC), 
which, development is well under way.. 

Multimedia Development Corporation Sdn Bhd 
(MDC) has been entrusted with the overall responsibil- 
ityof overseeing the development of the MSC, includ- 
ing convincing key technology-based multinational 
corporations (MNCs) to establish operations in the 
corridor. Telekdm Malaysia has been given the Job to 
spearhead the task of establishing the state-of-the-art 
telecommunications infrastructure for the MSC. 

All these are no doubt crucial to the success of the 
MSC initiative but in the long run, education remains 
the most important factor to ensure the country is able 
to sustain whatever it may achieve over the next cou- 
ple of years. Unlversiti Malaysia-Sarawak's (Unimas') 
vice chancellor Prof Datuk Dr Zawawi Ismail shares 
his thoughts on this matter. 

community. 
"We must invest more in 

the development of a 
learning society that can 
adapt to change, " he said. 

Given that the present 
education system incorpo- 
rates the usage of compu- 
ters, he stressed that it is 
not difficult to produce a 
society of computer liter- 

ates. However, to be able 
to disseminate, handle, or 
acquire relevant informa- 
tion requires skills. . "It is easier for a newer 
university like Unimas to 
start up with cross-dis 
plines like combining 

neurs of the digital econo- 
my era, " he said. 

As it is now, said Zawa- 
wi, there is insufficient 
collaboration between uni- 
versities and the corporate 
sectors for professional 
training programmes. The 
existing collaboration is 
seen as not enough. 

He added that while uni- 
versities are opening their 
programmes to the corpo- 
rate sector, corporations 
should also come forward 
and request special pro- 
grammes tailored to their 
needs for professionals. 

For example, a company 
can come forward and re- 
quest for a special execu- 
tive Masters of Business 
Administration (MBA) pro- 
grammes tailored'to their 
needs on problem solving 
using IT. 

Zawawi said in a digital 
economy, , information 
skills and, more than ever, 
the basic. skills 

_of reading- 
writing in a language, 
mathematics, presentation 
and critical thinking/prob- 
lem solving are likely to 
be required in work of all. 
kinds. 

Business Studies with in- `" "The particular informa- 
formation technology to tn-handling skills to be 
prepare techno-entrepre- emphasised include litera- 

r 

Zawawi: More investment 
needed in the development 
of a learning society that 
can adapt to change. 

cy and functionality, cal- 
culation/compilation and 
retrieval, composition and 
presentation, and commu- 
nication and collaboration, " 
hg said. 

'On the MSC, Zawawi 
emphasised that the corri- 
dor is not intended to be, 
and should not develop 
into an exclusive enclave 
of modernity, but should 
apply to education as well. 

He said while the multi- 
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media university may 
have a clearly-defined role, 
an inclusive rather than 
an exclusive stand is more 
likely to see the effective 
discharge of that role, like 
the strengths and core 
competencies of existing 
universities, regardless of 
their location vis-a-vis the 
MSC, should be harnessed 
rather than ignored. 

"The inclusive principle 
applies also to research 
and development and uni- 
versity-industry partner- 
ships. Established R&D 
programmes in existing 
universities should be ex- 
ploited to jump-start and 
accelerate planned MSC 
activities, for example the 
proposed R&D cluster. 

"And commercialisable 
results and expertise from 
existing laboratories 
present immediate oppor- 
tunities for university-in- 
dustry ventures, " he said. 

In addition, Zawawi 
said, if the MSC is to have 
nationwide impact, the les- 
sons learnt from initia- 
tives carried out within it 
must be disseminated, and 
proven best practices repli- 
cated and used elsewhere - 
clearly a key role for all 
universities. 
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