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Malaysia has 789 bird species recorded 

by Avibase1, while2 lists 695 species. More 
than 40 bird species are considered as 
endemic to Malaysia and are mostly found 
in Sabah and Sarawak3. At least 45 species 
were classified as endangered largely due to 
habitat degradation and illegal poaching2,3,4. 
To date, 55 IBA areas covering 5,135,645 
ha (51, 356 km2) have been identified in 
Malaysia2 including Taman Negara 
(National Park) includes Kenyir Lake (Tasik 
Kenyir).  

Unfortunately, published literature on the 
birds of Kenyir Lake is not available, 
although unofficially over 230 species have 
been recorded. A preliminary survey of the 
bird fauna at Tanjong Mentong, Lake 
Kenyir was conducted from the 14th to the 
17th June 2014. The survey was conducted 
with the aims to document the understorey 
bird species assemblage found in the survey 
area. A total of 18 mist-nests (2.6 m x 9 m, 
30 mm mesh) were randomly deployed 
along and across the trail. The distance 
between each net was approximately 5 m to 
10 m, and they were erected at least 0.5 m 

above the ground. Mist-nets were tended 
every 2–3 h from 0730 until 1930. The total 
trapping efforts were 49 net-days. All 
captured birds were identified following6,7,8.  

A total of 21 individual birds comprised 
of 12 species belonging to 10 families and 
11 genera were recorded during the 
sampling period (Table 1). Of the 10 
families of birds recorded, only one species 
was represented per family except for 
Nectariniidae and Dicaeidae with two 
species each. 

The bird species most frequently caught 
was the White-rumped Shama (Copsychus 
malabaricus) with a total of six individuals 
captured, with one of the individuals was 
caught two times namely in second and third 
day of sampling period respectively. This 
was followed by the Purple-naped Sunbird 
(Hypogramma hypogrammicum) with three 
individuals, little spiderhunter (Arachnothera 
longirostra) and Strip-throated Bulbul 
(Pycnonotus finlaysoni) with two individuals, 
and all the other species with a single 
individual each.  


