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Borneo Research Council plans biennial talk at Unimas 
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KUCHING: The Borneo Research Council 
(BRC), the oldest scholarly body devoted 
to the study of Borneo islands, will hold its 
biennial conference here on July 31 and 
Aug 1 at Universiti Malaysia Sarawak 
(Unimas). 

Chief Minister Pehin Sri Abdul Taib 
Mahmud is expected to open the conference, 
which this year carries the theme "Borneo 
in the New Century". 

The Institute of East Asian Studies (IEAS) 
is co-hosting the event that is set to attract 
scholars from North America and Europe. 

IEAS director, Associate Professor James 
Chin explained that between 40 to 50 
scholars from outside Malaysia would 

present working papers on various 
disciplines. 

"There is still time for local scholars to 
register as participants or presenters, " he 
said in a recent press release. 

The two-day conference would have 
concurrent panels with about 180 papers in 
all disciplines - from the social sciences to 
the natural sciences. BRC executive director 
Professor Dr Vinson Sutlive is the keynote 
speaker for this year's event: 

The BRC was established by American 
scholars in 1968 and its key aim is to promote 
scientific research in the social, biological 
and medical sciences in Borneo. 

Since 1990, the BRC has regularly held 

conferences once every two years in Borneo 
- these conferences are often rotated among 
Kuching, Kota Kinabalu, Pontianak and 
Bandar Seri Begawan. 

The last BRC conference was held in 
2002 in Unversiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS). 

The BRC also actively publishes books 
on Borneo and has come out with more than 
50 titles, in addition to its professional 
journal "The Borneo Research Bulletin". 

Those interested in joining the conference 
as participants or speakers can contact 082- 
672191 or visit the Unimas website for 
more information. 

The website address for the conference is 
www. unimas. my/brc2006/. 
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