Tuesday, October 2, 2012

10

TASK AWAITS: Khairuddin (second left) congratulating Zul Syafig on his
appointment as Fadzil (left) looks on.

Turn up to elect your reps, students urged

KUCHING: Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (Unimas) gives freedom to
its students to decide on its leadership, so they should turn up to elect
members of the university Student Representdtives Council (MPP).

According to Unimas vice-chancellor Prof Datuk Dr Khairuddin
Abdul Rahman, the 43 percent turnout of student voters for the recent
MPP election shows poor awareness of their rights.

“The low turnout is a challenge to the new MPP on how to get our
students to be involved in such matters. The MPP election is important
as members of the council represent the students themselves,” said
Khairuddin.

He was speaking at the swearing-in and presentation of appointment
letters to Unimas MPP members for the 2012-2013 session.

Khairuddin said the university administration was considering to
make the next MPP election compulsory to all students.

“We want to ensure those elected in the council are favoured by the
students and able to carry out their duties,” he said.

He also called on the newly-elected members of the council to set
aside differences to look for solutions.

“Mutual consent and understanding is vital in an organisation and
members in the council should hold on to this practice,” he advised.

He reminded MPP members that their role was critical in
championing the rights of students and not look at their appointment
as a statement of power.

“Be approachable to everyone and get the cooperation of every
student, and the council will surely serve its purpose,” he said.

Thirteen new members of Unimas MPP council headed by its
chairman Muhammad Zul Syafiq Abdul Wahab received their
appointment letters yesterday.

Also present were Unimas Students’ Affairs Deputy Chancellor
Prof Mohd Fadzil Abd Rahman.

By Zoee Hillson L e
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SAMARAHAN: Female students
who have started on the free
Human Papilloma Virus (HPV)
immunisation programme must
complete it for optimum benefits.

Universiti Malaysia Sarawak
(Unimas) deputy vice-chancellor
Assoc Prof Mohd Fadzil Abdul
Rahman vyesterday reminded
students to undergo all three doses
of the programme, scheduled one
month apart from the first dose to
the second, and six months from
the first dose to the third.

“The government is spending
RMS50 million on this programme
which provides free vaccine to
protect women from cervical
cancer.

“Students undergoing the
programme must complete the
three doses as advised,” he said
during its launch at Unimas
campus.

“Take health matters seriously
and follow the prescription,” he
said.

The vaccine provides protection
against HPV virus types identified
to be the cause of cervical cancer.

“Currently only 150 students
registered for the vaccination
though our records show we have
about 951 female students born in
1993,” he said.

“We encourage all female
students born in 1993 to undergo

- the vaccination which costs about
- RM180 to RM200 per dosage.

- Malaysia is the first nation in
- South East Asia to provide it free,”

he said.

Mohd Fadzil said the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
recommended the vaccine be given
to those aged 12 to 26 years.

“From discussion with the
technical committee for the

- programme and through other

countries’ experience, those aged
18 were chosen,” he revealed.
Unimas is holding the

programme until May 2013 and it is
open to female Malaysian students
aged 18, not pregnant and have no
history of allergy ta the vaccine, -
According to the National
Cancer Institute, cervical cancer
is diagnosed in 500,000 women
worldwide each vear and claims
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HEALTH-CONSCIOUS: Mohd Fadzll (second left) looking at a Unimas student receiving a HPV vaccination shot at Unimas campus
yesterday.

The government is spending
RM50 million on this
programme which provides
free vaccine to protect women
from cervical cancer. Students
undergoing the programme
must complete the three doses
as advised.

Assoc Prof Mohd Fadzil Abdul Rahman, Universiti
Malaysia Sarawak (Unimas) deputy vice-chancellor

the lives of half of them annually.

Malaysia Cancer Registry shows
cervical cancer as the third most
common cancer among Malaysian
women.

At least 15 high-risk HPV types
have been identified that cause
cervical cancer with HPV types 16
and 18 causing about 70 per cent of
all cervical cancers.

Vaccination can prevent cervical
cancer resulting from HPV types 16
and 18. HPV infections also cause
some cancers of the anus, vulva,

vagina, penis and oropharynx.

Unimas VC: Complete HPV
course for optimum benefits
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